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It l aſked, What are your coating bor 
« quitting the Methodiſt connection ?? And 
© Have you read a letter to - * with 
go the people called Quakers E 


5610 1 


"for the firſt queſtion, I. reply, Fat many r. rea- 
ſons, Which vil e in * anſer 
A 2 


4 8 4 


* N edly called upon by y a number 
1 of rſons i m different parts of the king om, 1— ne- 
W ; 7 A5 8 give one general anſwer to theſe queſtions, 

8 


n to my friends. 


rifici 
f this 7 79 al my apology for troubling the public 
with it, ure, hat L think, I owe.it as a duty to my Fiend, 
3 30+ aud above all oy truth r it. 


„ 2 — g 
fg ko 


ope may not only prove n but alſo 


E 
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1 . Printed Letter, e. 
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f * Kend's lever ne beat fo apology. And as 
I an apoſtolic injunction, Be ready al- pet. illi. 
20 99D (fl in e ts ogy min that ge you "Ya 
4 * 2 790 of the hope that is in you, I find my mind 
pee 10 comply with it; and truſt 1 ſhall do it, 
with meekneſs. and fears EONS ne ee tree ay 


to 


I inducement therefore, in the publicatiori | 
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1 
to the ſecond query: and therefore, as I intend 


no reflection on &reliqious Society, may of 


whom I much eſteem, I ſhall only obſerve in 


general on thighead, !that having about a year 
fince met with Barclay's Ape: I was fully 
convinced, that the principles, worthy d 
difcipline of the En Geer re 
more conſonant to ſcripture, reaſon, and to 
my own feelings, that thioke af the Society to 
which I was united. Indeed, I then faw the 
cauſe of the many painful feelings, with which 
I had been for years exerciſed; as many of my 
ſentiments coincided with theirs, though I knew 
it not, being carried away with the vulgar opinion 
of the erroneouſneſs of their principles, &c. And 
as I believe, this is the ſtate of many-welkdif- 
poſed minds, I wilh that people of a denpmi- 


nations would not take things upon truſt, or on 


the authority of any man, or men; but ſimply 
turn their minds to the Divine Teacher in their 
own breaſt, even to the Lord Jeſus, who is the 
Life and Light of Men, as well as conſtantly ſearch 


the Scriptures; for I am perſuaded, that numbers 


{o implicitly believe all they hear, that it may 
e ſaid they have no creed of their oO. 
To the ſecond queſtion, I anſwer, I have re- 
fenen carefully pexuſed that letter, and 


TT K&S TT OT 


T7 


- 


But, it may be neceſſary to premiſe, that on the 
firſt ſuperficial view,. it ſtruek me; and I believe 
it has had the ſame effect on a certain claſy 

wann „ _.  Feaders, 
| + The purity and Goſpel ſimplicity of their-principles, 
worſhip, and diſcipline, I found my heart Ki 65. ph before 

I was acquainted with any of that religious locjety:; and 
Den that if they, as à people, walked agrecably 
thereto, they were burning and ſhining lights, 


* * a 
* 
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readers, who either cannot, or will not look 
nd the ſurface of things. This may account 
for its being deemed unanſwerable. For look - 
ing into it a ſecond and third time, it became 
les and leſs formidable: Not only fo, but as I 
more attentively conſidered the objettions, and 
diſcovered the fallacy of the arguments, ſome 
difficulties, which reſted on my mind, were re- 
moved; as on a cloſe inſpettion, it appeared, 
that eight out of fifteen of Barclay's propoſitions, 
were granted to be agreeable to ſcriptare; and 
theſe eight ropoſitions (which the objettor allows 
do not differ from Chriſtianity,”) contain the 
fundamental doctrines of the Goſpel: And more 
narrowly looking into thoſe to which he has ob- 
jetted, L found reaſon to conclude that he now 
ſees things more clearly, and has therefore 
changed 2 mitid with regard to the ſeventh 
propoſition on Juſtification, and the tenth on 
Women's preaching. My reaſons for this afſer- 
tion, I expect, will be ſufficiently clear, when 
1 | ſhall be given in their proper Pace." 


As to the Sficenh dope teſpeding 
formity to the world, he agrees with Barc clay in 
_ things; and how he can prove that his de- 

flattering titles to be given to men, makes 

difference _—_— eriim and Chriſti. 

60 „ is a myſt eed! However, this I 
am certain of, that if Barely Was miſtaken” in 
the ſeveral particulars objected to, his errors are 
harmleſs, being on the fafe ſide, and ſoch as 
do not hinder thoſe who hold them, according to 
the objettor's own. words, fromm being Real 
0 Chitiſtians: men Who haye en that was in 
„ ens | 8 2 conclude 


ne objeftor's work are brag e in Gngle 


inverted comma's, 


- 


14 


—1 ca therefore, that elevem out of the 
ffieen propolitions, have nothing: different, from 
Chriſtianity in them. Let, us then, calmly con 
ſider the reprobated ones, weighing the argu- 
ments which are brought to prove that LET 
\ manifeſtiy differ from | Chriſti 


doing this, let us, follow the Hecke Je by by. — 


entering more minutely imd, the — — we 
have zult glanced em; 9 2 155 wb 3 
3014 85 7 10 nas 25 * 10 

5 The funk Gbje don CP. 4 vo is LE againſt the — 
part of Barclays ſecond propolaion. in which he 
weats:of immediate revelation. The, ſentence, 
objected to: is this, Yet theſe, revelations are 
not to be fubjetted t to the examinations: of the 
8 n ſcriptures as Nt touchſtone.”), 57 band bt 0 
A £991 

a To which the . of chat Jeter replies, © Hers, 
©. there is a difference. between; Quakeriſm, and, 
« Chriſtianity,” . The Scripwrobare the touch; 
* ſtone, whereby. Chriſtians examine all [ real-ar; 
c ſuppoſed] revelations.” -* In, all caſes they apa 
« peal to the law, and to the ae and try 


every Spirit thereby. 7 en | of; 03 eh 


1 anfrex, Whatever . + manifeſt, FAT 49 
© tween | gn le and Chriſtianity; ſome-pegx 
ple may | Barclay's Apology,. it is eaſy 40 
ſee; there is a manifeſt; injury done 00 

mutilated. quotation, which, quite, alters., the, 
{aſe of that paſſage, and makes him, ſpeak. a 
language, which both he and his friends . 


ot ob 
le is here Gn EDTA delivering. and con- 
ſequently the people called Quakers as holding 
a tenet, which muſt fix a ſtigma on them, 2 
though they. {lighted the Scriptures, and refy 


to have their doctrines and praktiges Tied. by. 
em. 


171 


chem. 1 will give my friend Barclay's dwn 

wordls, and then he may judge how fairly he wa 
been quoted, and -whether there. is juft ground to 
charge him with Under- rating the: ſcriptures.” 


His words are, Vet from hence it will not 


«follow, that thefe, revelatiom are to be ſub. 
© jefted to the examination either vfithe outward 
*« teſtimony of the Scriptures) ur ofthe. natural 


' reaſon of man, "as te 6 more alle vr certain 3 


as Senor PP, II "44 3:17 99 WW "4 To \\ 


Wy 


”, 


Was it deſigned; or — 4 un- * to 
leave out almoſt half the ſentence, eſpecially 
the words © more noble or certain ꝰ If it was only 
an overſight, it is highly blameable; for the 
omiſſion alters the ſenſe of the paſſage. It 
is very obvious, Barclay s meaning is, that 
however excellent the ſcriptures are, yet th 


muſt be conſidered as inferior to the Holy Spi- ha 


rit, by which they were dictated. And he is 
particularly careful, while he contends for the 
doctrine of inſpiration, to guard againſt the 
abuſe of it, by ſaying, © Theſe divine, inward 
** revelations, neither do, nor ever can contra- 
dict the outward letter of ſcripture, or right 
and ſound reaſon.” And as this ſentence was 
not only joined with, but preciſely fixes the ſenſe 


of that — to, 1 marve that it could: | 


be overlooked. 

2. I am far from peäg fatiahed: with vines is 
broth: as a proof of Barclay's error. The ob- 
jector ſays, In all caſes they 0 to the a 
and to the teſtimony.” 


I could not belp applying to this way of proving 


things, what a "OT author ſays, 1 . Clergymen; 
66 * 


141 


© generally ſet out with begging the queſtion.” 
Thisis exaly the caſe, in taking for 
that the law and the teſtimony. — mean the let- 
ter of ſeripture. No ſurely; for the Ae 
Rom. ii. tures ſpeak of a lau written in the heart, info 
15. us of us accuſing, or elſe excuſing ;. they very - 


"ID rnd treat of the law of the ry, of life 2 
1010, 45 


, the word of God and fur 
ing of him, that he is the Beat . rake 
Joh. i. 4. men. The true light to the poor Gentile world, 
who are not ſo highly favored as we are with the 
letter of ſcripture : | The true light to the poor 
Papiſts, who, by deſigning men, are forbid the 
uſe of them: And the true light to multitudes, 
who through bodily infirmities, &c. are de- 
prived of the outward teſtimony of ſcripture. 
Yet all theſe have the Law written on therr hearts ; 
Jeſus being that glorious, univerſal, ſaving light, 
Joh. i. 9. which, A every man that cometh into the world, 


28.4 8 it muſt clearly appear, to every 

enlightened, unprejudiced mind, that in this 

article, R. Barclay is far ſounder i in the Chriſ- 

tian faith, than the objector. For the latter, 

in affirming, * The ſcriptures are the touchſtone, 

* whereby all Chriſtian. ex mine allrevelations,” 

ſeems to me to renounce this glorious Goſpel 

promiſe and privilege, When the Spirit of truth is 

Joh.xvi. come, he will guide you into a That they 

13- area 5 is fully ſubſcribed to, but that 

they are the only touchſtone, is denied, as it de- 

rogates from the office of the Holy Spirit, which 

Matt. is not only given to, but js h abide with the diſci- 
xxviii, ples of Chriſt, t the end of- the world. . 

20. 

That the ſeriptures are not the touch- 

e rag to examine all revelations,” I prove thus. 

| 2 Holy 


L. 1 
Holy men of old, who walked with God, were 


frequently favoured with immediate revelations ; 

yet theſe men had not the letter of ſcripture: And 

if the ſcriptures are the touchſtone to examine 

© all (real or ſuppoſed) revelations,” I ſhould be 

glad to know, as they were deſtitute' of this 
touchſtone, how they diſtinguiſhed the one from 

the other? I take it for granted, that they had 

the ſame Holy Spirit, which Barclay pleads for 

as the peculiar privilege of Chriſtians, it being "Ny 
promiſed under the Goſpel diſpenſation, They Je 8 
hall be all taught of God. | 


That * the ſcriptures are the touchſtone to ex- 
amine all revelations,” cannot be true, for they 
declare inſtances, wherein they could be no 
touchſtone at all. 2 44 Gow no! 

Philip had a revelation to join himſelf to the Aasviii, 
Ethiopian, who was reading in his chariot. 26, 


Paul and Timothy had a revelation not to preach xvi. 6. 
the word (at that time) in Aſia, being forbidden. of 
the Holy Ghoſt. They had a ſecond revelation 
not to go to Bythinia, the ſpirit not ſuffermg them, ver. 7. 
In ſhort, (to paſs by many inſtances of this kind) 
they had a third revelation to go to Macedonia. 7% 
But if the ſcriptures are the touchſtone to.exa- 
„ mine all revelations, what ſcripture could 
they turn to, capable of ſatisfying them in any 


of theſe particulars ? 


5. We may bring the matter nearer to our- 
ſelves. There is a variety of caſes, which we 
may be called to att in, reſpecting which, al- 
though we may earneſtly defire to know the will 
of God, the ſcriptures may be quite ſilent. Let 
me ſele&t a ſingle inſtance, that of the Miniſtry. 

SB" Pray 


1 60 7 


Pray what Seripture ean ſatisfy a man, That 
he is inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” “ 
to that important office ? It will not do to fay he 
tas gifts; for I preſume, that many have gifts, 
if by gifts we underſtand: man's natural and ac- 
quired abilities, who are not called to that im- 
portant work. And the queſtion is not reſpect- 
ing qualificatidhs, but ſingly this, whether any 
ſcripture can flilly ſatisfy a man thus lexerciled, 


that what he feels in his mind, is a real, and not 


4 ſuppoſed revelation - 


J 


There is ſomething that looks like an objec- 
tion to the third propoſition, which, I confels, 
gives the objeQor-the appearance of one diſpoſ- 
et to find fault. However, he anſwers his own 
objettion, when he ſays, * If by theſe: words 
be only meant, that the ſþ:r:4 is our firſt and 

principal leader.” Here is no difference be- 
* tween quakeriſm aud chriſtianity !! 


I aſk how is i poſſible to underſtand Barclay 
in any other ſenſe? And is it not ſurpriſing that 
the objector ſhould bring in an ½, and ſeem at 
a loſs for his meaning, when, in the ſame ſen- 
tence, he quotes Barclay's words? The ſpirit 
eis our firſt and principal leader.” I wiſh 
therefore, that inſtead of playing upon words, 
he had given a neceflary caution againſt a com- 
mon, but dangerous -error, ris thoſe cal- 
ted ſpiritual people, of making the ſcriptures 

ſuperſede * 


* When any perſon offers himſelf to the Biſhop, to be 
a Miniſter of the Church of England, he aſks him, Do 
& you believe that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 
„ Ghoſt to this office?” He anſwers, © Ttriſt Tam,” 
If this was really the caſe with all who are fled Mini- 
ers, we might reaſonably expect to ſee a ſpeedy/an{Rap-' 
py change take place amongſt men. | 


* 
| 
' 
| 
| 
= 
|| 
| 


2 J 


ſuperſede the neceſſity. of the holy ſpirit, which 
our divine maſter promiſed to all his follow- 
ers, when he ſaid, But the comforter, which is 


the Holy Ghoſt, whom the father will fend in my Jo. Xiv« 


name, he ſhall teach you all things. And Which 
exactly correſponds with — the beloved diſ- 


26. 


ciple John teſtifies o have been experienced - 


by — whom be addreſſed in theſe ever 
memorable words, Fe i lune an unction from the 
haly.one ;; and ye. nted nat that any man teach, you, 
but as the ſame anointing te@cheth you of. al things. 
A glorious and comfortable truth! which, when 
experimentally known, will. lead to the, higheſt 
eſtimation of the ſcriptures; as they not only 
teſtiſy of, che great love of Ohriſt, in hat he 
has dane ang. ſuffered: ſor gſinners, but allo, as 
they give a. true teſtimony of his f. 
power, which, they have witneſſed in their own 
hearts. And pwithour, this livin A of 
the heart, .hqweyer.anen wr 125 Ts ſcrip- 
tures, it is, tv them a feld nd. a dead 
letter: which. is ſtrikingiy — in theſe 


1 


1 have delt che danger on \ this Wied, on 
account of its great importance, and cds 
numbers of profeſſors are not only ignorant of 
it as are been truth, but are ſtrangers to 
it even in theory. And I am conſtrained to 
ſay, I know — ſociety of chriſtians, ex: 


words, | he gh ed. * the ſie gag 


cept che people called Quakers, that bears a full 


teſtimony, to, the doctrine of, immediate divine 


inſpiration. It is true the eſtabliſhed church 
daily prays ſor, and others preach, and talk 
much about it; but when they come to the point, 
fone laugh en at all who make pretenſions of this 

B 2 kind, 


1 Cor. 


1 


Rom. vi. 


Lal 
kind, and others charge them vith manifeſtly 
nns from chriſtianity. 


The third objection is brought againſt the 
ſeverith propoſition, which treats on juſtifica- 
tion, of which the objettor ſays, Here is a 
* wide difference between quakeriſm and chriſti- 
* anity.* This is flat Juſtification” by works.“ 
And adds, © The ground of this miſtake, is the 


© not underſtanding the meaning of the word 


* juſtification.” 


To which I reply, 


1. That Barclay uſes the word in a found 
proper ſenſe, for, being made juſt, implies the 
remiſſion of fins, as well as the renewal of the 
mind, which may properly be defined, a change 
of heart. And as theſe cannot be ſeparated 1 in 
the experience of chriſtians, they are always 
connetted in the ſcriptures. The Apoſtle 
Paul, ſpeaking of the wonderful change wrought 
on ſome of the moſt ry ei Pn 
lays, And fuch were ſome of you: ye are 
waſhed, — are Fats but ye are juſtifi- 
ed in the name of the Lord Jeſis, and by " ſprrit 


of our God. 


And it 1s worthy to be remarked, that the 
term juſtification is moſt commonly uſed for 
being made juſt, as in theſe words, For he that 
is dead, is freed 105 e. juſti ted] from fin. I ap- 
prehend the reaſon why it is ſo frequently uſed 
in this ſenſe in ſcripture, as well as by Barclay, 
is becauſe it is leſs liable to be abuſed. 


2. The miſtaken fenſe 3 in which ſome TOE 
ſtand the term juſtification, as implying an im- 
i” putation 


L 


putation of righteouſneſs, without the imparts. 
tion thereof, ariſes from the abſurd idea which 
men form of the ſupreme majeſty; gloomy 
minds repreſenting to themſelves, and ſettin 

him forth to others as an implacable being, 
full of vindictive wrath, even againſt ſuch as 
have not only been convinced of, but earneſtly 
deſire to forfake the evil of their ways. So that 
for want of juſt conceptions of the divine Be- 
ing, and properly adverting to what the ſcrip- 
tures uniformly declare, God ſo loved the world, 
that. he gave his only begotten fon, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 2 
ing life; and not clearly underſtanding that 
Chriſt's' coming into the world was not the cauſe, 
but the effect of God's great love to all men, 
our gracious creator is ſet forth in an un- 
amiable light, ſtript of his divine perfettions ; 
and on this falſe foundation, a ſuperſtruQture 
raiſed, which, I think, is ſubverſive of holineſs, 
in heart and life. * nnn 


Fo 5 


3. But I muſt do juſtice to the objeQtor, by 
ſaying, he has publicly confeſſed, that he for- 
merly leaned too much to calviniſm, with re- 
ſpe@ to the doctrine of juſtification, and has 
therefore openly aſſerted, We are every mo- 
ment pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God, accord- 
ing to the whole of our inward tempers, and 
* outward conduct. * 5 


I I miſtake not, this exatly coincides with 
Barclay, and is agreeable to ound doctrine, as 
well as to the. divine teſtimony, which every 


* 


man has in his own breaſt. 


4. As there is a common, but very unjuſt 
charge brought againſt the people called Qua- 
| kers, 


John iii, 


16. 


2 Tim, 
iv. 2. 


L. 4 J 


kers, by ſome who are ignorant of, as well as hy 
others, who, I fear, defignedly miſrepreſent 
their prineiples, That they deny the fall af 
** man, and err in che nature and: cauſe of our 
quſtification; this ſeems to be a proper place 
to clear up theſe. points, which I ſhall, attempt 
to do, by making an extract from Barclay's 
Apology, hoping it will fully ſatisfy every un- 
prejudiced mind, reſpecting theſe important 


ſubjects. > was 
Treating of juſtiſication, he ſays, || page 


Firſt, We renounce all natural power and 

* ability, to bring us out of our loſt and fallen 
*© condition wand confeſs, that, as, of ourſelves 
* we are able ie do nothing that is good; Ip 
** neither can we procure remiſſion of ſinsſ rr 
*< puſtification.1by,any act of our own, ſo as: to 
** merit or draw it as a debt frgm God dug iq 
* us; but we acknowledge all to be of an 
from his loye, which is the original and 
* fundamental cauſe of our acceptance. 


_ * I earneſtly intreat, that all ſenſible, well-diſpoſed 
perſons, would carefully read over Barclay's Apology, 
for the ple called Quakers; and J am perſuaded 
they will not only be highly entertained, but much 
profited, by one of the — rational, maſterly, as well 
as ſcriptural performances, of any perhaps, on ſuch 
ſubjects, in the Engliſh language. It manifeſts the beau- 
tiful uniformity and true goſpel ſimplicity of the doc- 
trines, worſhip, and" diſcipline of that people, free ffom 
all the carnal inventions of men; and alſo a full an- 
ſwer to every objection brought againſt them. At ihe 
ſame time it may be diſcovered, that many ſtrik ing ſen- 
timents with which ſome late authors have enriched 
their works, were borrowed from the Apology. 


'  * Secondly, 


4 + — M 
* 


1 3 1 


0 Secondly, God manifefted this love towarth 1.0. iv. 
© us in the ' ſending of tus beloved jon the Lord 9. 
N efus Chriſt into the world, who gave humfelf for” 
© us an offering and a ſacrifice to God, for a wb th 
** ſmalling favor ; and having made | peace by the Eph. v. 
« blood of his croſs, by him 2 recontile all things © 
I — by the eterna rnd ceo offered him-" ref! . 
elf without ſpot; unto God, and fuſfered the od 
* the unjuſt "et he might bring ws God. 


{108 Thirdly, For as much as all men have * Rom iii. 
e ned, therefore all have need of this Saviour, 23. 
to remove the wrath of God from them, due 
to their offences: In this reſpect he is ul 6" ul. 
«ſaid to have borne his own body, e iniaa- 6. 

« ties of us all; and therefore is the one mediator 
*« between God and men; ſo that dur former ſins 
« ſtand not in our way, being, by virtue of his 
<* moſt ſatisfaftory ſacrifice, removed and E 
«<.doned. Neither do we think Mat remi 

* of ſins is to be —_— ſought, or chtained: 
* any other way, or by any works or ſaerifiee 
* whatſoever. So then, Chriſt by his death and 
e ſufferings, when we were enemits, reconciled us 
* to God; God is willing to forgive us our in- 
© 1quities, and to accept us; as is well expreſ- 
« fed by the Apoſtie Paul, Cod was in Chriſt, 
* reconaling the world unto himſelf. and hath com 
* mitted unto us the word of reconciliation. And 
« therefore the Apoſtle, in the next verſes adds, 
Me pray you in Chriſt's ſttad, be'ye reconciled to * Cor. v. 
+ God; intimating, that the wrath of God be- * 
ing removed by the obedience and death of 

„ Chriſt, he is willing to be reconciled to them, 

" and to remit the = that are paſt.” * LG 


1 Tim, 
ii. 5, 


Rom. v. 
10. 


- 
5 * a. 23 


We collider heli ivr" ede it 4 
2 Samael reſpebt, boch which in their Gen Ha- 


5 ture 


Pd 


$i 01 98:3 
| | I *Rure are perfect, though in their application 
100 * the one is not, nor can be, without reſpett 
1 if © to the other. | | 
| E101 | 8 ; 
| | 1 Ihe firſt is the redemption performed by 
SUN Chriſt, in his crucified body without us: the 
. j * other is the redemption , wrought by Chriſt 
170 * within us; which no leſs properly is account- 
| 10 * ed redemption than the former. The firſt 
20 „ then, is that whereby a man, as he ſtands in 
140 * the fall, is put into a capacity of ſalvation, 
Fi i and hath conveyed unto him a meaſure of 
| lil „that power, ſpirit, and grace, that was in 
| 1 _- - * Chriſt Jeſus; which, as the free gift of God, 
5 is able to counter- balance, overcome, and 
4 * root out the evil ſeed, wherewith we are na- 
| 1 _ © turally leavened.“ | 
FR | 
| kd The ſecond is that, whereby we witneſs 
| Wo * this pure and perfect redemption in ourſelves, 
| 165 purifying and redeeming us from the power 
| 100 * of corruption, and bringing us into unity, 
410 favor, and friendſhip with God. By the firſt 
| 4 * of theſe two, we that were loſt in Adam, 
Ih * plunged into the bitter and corrupt ſeed, unable 
f(a: * of ourſelves to do any good thing, but natu- 
TH * rally united to evil, forward and propenſe to 
„ * all iniquity, ſervants and ſlaves to the power 
| i and fpirit of darkneſs, are, notwithſtanding 
WHY Rom. v.“ all this, ſo far reconciled to God, by the death of 
ils 10. * his fon, that we are put into a capacity of ſal- 
| iy vation, having the glad tidings of the goſpel 
18 of peace offered unto us in Chrilt Jeſus.” 


By the ſecond, we witneſs this capacity 
* brought into act, whereby receiving the light, 
* ſpirit and grace of Chriſt revealed in us, we 
++ poſleſs a real, ' inward redemption from the 

| power 
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« power and nature of fin; and fo come to be 
truly redeemed, juſtified, made rigteols, 
and to a ſpiritual union with God.“ Thus 


„ 0 
3.1 


Hence m 


e 


tongue, 


Git" his might alem us Tit. il. 


» Cor. Apoſtle Paul's words th, tongues n 
X1V, 18. than you all. | How reaſonable. then 18 this con- 
_ clufion, that there were a few inquiſitive women, 
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tongue, and a ſecond. of another, in the ſame. 
diverſity, that they had the other miraculous 
ziſis. For, that they all had not an univerſal 
nowledgs of all languages, is clear from the, 


aul's words, I {peak with tongues more 


* 1 \ \ & \ 


in the aſſembly, who, not underftanding what 


the preacher was then delivering, but prompted 
by- curioſity, perhaps, from a better motiye] 
gn. « queſtions to the interruption of the 
peaker and auditory? Therefore the Apoſtle 
gives this admonition, Let your women [i. e. 
wives] keep.. fulence,, and if they will learn any 
thing, let them aft. their huſbands, at home, for. 
it is a ſhame for them lo ſpeak [that is, to aſk 


Cor. queſtions] in the church. The injunction, for 
ziv. 35. Wives 40 aſk their huſbands at home, clearly ſhews 


that the prohibition was not a general one, and. 
that it muſt be confined to alking queſtions ; 
for what had aſking their huſbands dt home to do 
with their preaching ?_It ſeems a reflection on 
an inſpired writer, to ſuppoſe he wrote fo incon- 
ſiſtently. I think, therefore, that the expoſi- 
tion J have given, is eaſy and natural, does no 
violence to any part of the paſſage, and pre- 
vents one ſcripture from militating againſt 
—: ie fd; n 


2. If this comment be rejeded, how ſhall 
we reconcile the following ſcriptures with the 
common interpretation of that paſſage? And 
it all come to paſs, that J will pour out my 


Joel ii. it upon all fleſh, and'wour ſons. and your dangh- 


: *** g propheſied, The Apoſtle Paul reſpettfully 


ters ſhall FM And Philip had four daughters 


mentions ſeveral women who labored with him in 
a tle 


8 = * * — 
w iis 
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the Goſpel. And one he expteſly Qiiles'a miniſter Phil, w. 

of a particular church. I commend unto" . 

Phebe our fiſter; a. fe fervant'[1/e! a miniſter J 9 Me 

_— of Cehchrea. Nay, if he forbids Women Rom, 
to preach, how ſhall we#ecdnefle the- Apoſtſe * 1. 

with! himſelf ? For- he *gives'as particular direc- 

tions ,: reſpeRihg the manner of womens prophe- 

bing as he does 1 οEbery „— 2 

propheſy: Hing,  having-" his tread covere 7 co 

here uk Ae. But ebery woman praying 0r 41. 4. 7h | 

propheſying: with” her head uncovertd, diſhonoureth 4 

her. head. | I. would aſk, why fich particular di- | 

rections about che mode of Vomens pr ropheſy- | 
ing, if it'beaflawful for dem to > Peak in the "I, 


church 85 D 0N19bh 5 VI 15 3115 3 * 


. To theſe triking,” and, 1 think, unan- 
Fverable)ſeriptures the objeklor only propoſes 
a very - harmleſs queſtion: '* But how do * 

— that pro ek pheſying in wy of theſe ey DS | 
& wan 8 N. | TY 9 

V lis 6084 —_ 

1 anſwer This i is an 60 of etting free | 
from "difficulties ;* for, if e ring the 
proof lay at his o door; arid before he drew 
the haſty concluſion, © Here is à manifeſt &. 
ference between Quakeriſm and Chriſtianity,” 
he ſhould have proved, that propheſy ing i in any 
of theſe paced does not mean En 


4; tkd 
400 But an ths whole \ is reſted on bbs angle WEIR 
point, T'ſhall attempt to probe, Wat propheſy  * 
ing generally means preaching} and that 13 
rhoſe places we are more particularly —— * 
in. it has No other lignification. * "ny" . 4 al 
a 1 | 

Firſt The apoſtle has Joined: praying and 
2 together; wy as praying in a puh- 

2 lie 
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lie aſſembly [for of ſuch he was treating]. is 
univerſally awed:to be à part, and indeed a 
very principal ꝓart of the miniſteriah office; and 
women did exergiſe this part of 77 miniſterial 
funktion, in 15 8 the. mouth of the people to 
God; we have berg, at leaſt, a e 
250 that ebe ns means ; and, 
I think, a. demonſtration, * the 4 ing in 
the church, which the. apoſtle. reprpves in wo- 
l men, muſt 'be whally - — to alking queſ- 
tions; otherwiſe it would be a prohibition 
againſt their praying, as well as preaching. 
For how could women pray in public, if it were 
a ſhame for them to ſpeak in the Church, in the 
ſenſe wherein it is generally underſtood ? 


nh The apoſtle, when he uſes the 
preciſely. fes che meaning thereof. He 


: Cor. that a heh, ee men to edification, 


g. exhortation,: and comfort. Ie that groheſieth, edi- 


ver. 4. fieth the church. For ye may all prophecy, one by 
one, [that is, all who = A eee or, and 
ver. gi. - to the miniſtry learn, and all 
may be,comforted, . may — thoſe who 
propheſied; and women did propheſy ; there- 
fore women E teachers, _—_ thu church 


In this. common acceptation » we 833 

| find the word prophecy uſed in the Old and New 
Ex. vii. Teſtament, . Aaron: ti brother /hall be thy Prophet ; 
1 2. that is, Mall ſpeal unto Pharegh, ' Judas and 
Abts xv. Silas, being; Prophets, exhorted die brethren with 
33- many words. Anna the propheteſs, coming into the 
Luke ii, temple, gave thonks uno dhe Lord, and fpake of him. 
38, [Chriſt] to all them who looked for redemption in 


Hael. Zacharias propheſied, ſaying; Bleſſed te th 
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dard Golf a who. hah wife, and n ge.. 


his people. In all theſe places, propheſy ing has 
no other meaning than preaching ; and among 


theſe preachers, we have a female. This exact- 
I agrees — the definition the apoſtle Paul 
— 5 oh the r Ne dcknes-the nature 
men, by dofirine-and exhortation, for he edi: 
fication. and comfort of the church. And: that 


there was nothing of an extraordinary nature 


7. 


1 Cor. 


xi v. 3. 


in the propheſying, which the apoſtle treats of 


throughout the whole chapter we have been 
conſidering, may be learned from the cloſe of 
it; for the church was to judge of what was d. 
livered. - Lei the prophs q deer three 5. aud 
40 Hhe piers Judge. | _ i 


| Thirdly, Shoeld it be 8 that-i i — 
not mean preaching, it makes the <aſe:worſe} 
for then it muſt have been ſomething greater; 
as the apoſtle inſorms us: He tliut prophefeath, ir 
greater than t that ſpeaketh with tongues. And he 
exhorts, them to de/tre the beſt f gifts, but nather 
uh ehgned af . Hereby figutying, ihat pro: 
ing was ove all the ſpiritual and mira. 
_ gifts, which, hd in that church. 
80 that there is but this alternative, if they are 
not allowed to be . man we Tanks them 


damen miniſters. . — 


Some perfons, when they live Ven cloſely 

preſſed; have ſought for refuge, by granting that 
theſe women, who propheſied, were called to 
an extraordinary work ; Which, 1 think, is giv- 
ing up the while point at once, as it grants more 
than is contended for. And hence we may in- 


fer, according to the vell eſtabliſhed rule, He 
that 


7 


ver, 29. 
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that is called 0 a greater, may be called to an 
— work. | 
* Beſides, ſhould i te” greed, unt de propheſy 
ing means foretelling things to come, an inſur- 
mountable difficulty yet remains; for, if it was 
unlawful for women; Who had that giſt, to ſpeak 
in the ehurch, how were they to communicate 
what was revealed to them ? If by ſpeaking, 
what could this be leeren wake e molt ex- 
. 'prevehtng?” pr Va Gove, 
estilo cdu 
Fourthly, The fimple- fad bens 1 to be "this 
that though propheſying ſometimes means pre- 
dicting, or foretelling things to come, yet in 
the places which I have quoted, it only means 
preaching in the common acceptation of the 
word; and whenever it is uled in the“ former 
ſenſe, it always inclades preaching, as publiſn- 
ing theſe predictions to thoſe eonterned. Hence; 
under the lav, ſuch perſons were ſtiled Nebiaim, 
prophets, from Ba, which ſignifies! to come, 
anck to go |. becauſe of their coming and going 
between God and the people, So under the 
goſpel-diſpenſation, they are called Prophets, 
apa 8 167 and leni, eo, I pm or utter 
e e ee _ forth] 


ts 
o 
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0 1 might produce many | teftimbnics to be that 
propheſying is uſed in both theſe ſenſes, but ſnall only 
quote the much admired M. Henry. In his comment 
on propheſy, he ſays 
By the Spirit they ſhall be enabled to foretell things 
0 to come; and to preach the Goſpel, without diſtinc- 
tion of ſex, not only your ſons, but your daughters; 
& without * (hay; of age, both your young men, and: 
old men; and without diſtinction of outward con- 
4 dition, even the ſervants and handmaids ſhall kro. 
* pheſy.” Joel ii. 28, ah. | 


; 


= 


TL 


forth] becauſe Miniſters are the Lord's meſfen- 
gers, to publiſh his word of reconciliation to. the 
people. He hath committed unto. us the word 0 
reconciliation, is the language of an inſpired apol- 
tle: and therefore he adds, We ro Dou, in 
Cine fleas, * , God. 


5. 1 might have taken a ſhorter method to 
convince ſome perſons, that there is nothing 
unlawful in women's preaching, - by ſaying, 
there are ſeveral female teachers in the Me- 
thodiſt ſociety; and hence I concluded, in the 
beginning of this Letter, that the objettor has 
changed his ſentiments in this particular, If 
he has not, there ſeems a manifeſt inconſiſtency 
in ny ſuffering women to preach. 


| The eleventh propoſition treats of. religious 


2 Cor. 


v. 19. 


Worſhip, of which Barclay ſays, ©* All true 


vorſhip to God is offered in the inward, and 
immediate moving of his own Spirit, and all 
vworſhip, which man fets about in his own will, 


“is will-worlnp. ” 


1. It is well worthy my friend's particular 
notice, that althqugh the writer of that letter 
objetts to, yet he Foc the whole of this pro- 
poſition, when, adopting Barclay's words, he 
ſays, It is true indeed, © That all true wor- 
„ ſhip to God is offered in the inward and im- 
% mediate moving of his own Spirit,” * and that 
* we cahnot truly worſhip God, unleſs his . 
move or incline our hearu. 

| I fo, the dif ute is at an end; as all. that 
Barclay comended _ is granted, 


s Py 
The 


— — p oe. 
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The objeftor's definition of inſpiration is this. 
* God moves man, whom he has made a rea- 
© ſonable creature, according to the reaſon he 


haas given him. He moves him by his under- 


« ſtanding, as well as his affections, by light, as 
« well as by heat. He moves him to do this 
or that by conviftion, full as often as by de- 
«fire. And hie docs move you to preach, 
© when- in his Hght you fee light, clearly ſatis- 
« fying you it is his will. Wet 


I reply, Let the Holy Spirit move the heart 
in what manner he is pleaſed; for I believe, 
that when the affections are divinely moved, 
ſo is the underſtanding;* and when there is 
divine heat, light and conviftion' are its 
inſeparable attendants. But this moving of the 
Spirit on the minds of men muſt be conſidered, 
as fomething which we have not at our own. com- 
mand, but is diſtinct from, and very ſuperior to, 
the mere exerciſe of the rational faculties. 
This diſtinction, I think, the objector has not 
ſufficiently attended to, or he would not have 
given us | what appears to me] an illuſtration of 
the ſubje&, which explains away the very nature 
of inſpiration. He ſays, * You are as really 


© moved by the Spirit, when God convinces 


© you, you ought'to feed him that is hungry, 
* as When he gives you ever ſo ſtrong a deſire, 
impulſe, or inclination.” 6 wes 


1 anſwer, If this aſſertion is confined to the 
action of feeding the hungry, or to any other 
civil or relative duty, it is an undoubted truth, 
to which every reaſonable creature muſt ſũb- 
ſcribe. But if it is intended to illuſtrate the 
doctrine of inſpiration, I object to it as very 
N | forcign 


2 
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foreign to that ſubject, as it confounds things of 
a very diflimilar nature. 1 Eu ok this 

way of reaſoning lies in taking for granted, that 
they are ſimilar caſes, and conſequently, that 
there is no more need for divine inſpiration, 
to qualify us to worſhip the divine Majeſty, or 
.preach the Goſpel, than to feed the h : 
the reverſe of which appears to be the truth : for 
I know it to be my duty at all times to aſſiſt the 
diſtreſſed ; nor need I wait to be moved by the 
Holy Spirit, to enable me to perform an action, 
which is in the power of bad as well as good 
men. But the caſe is widely different with 
regard to .religious worſhip, or -preaching the 
Goſpel, which require very different qualifica- 
tions. The ſcriptures inform us, that we 
know. not what to pray for as we ought,. but as the 
Spirit helps our infirmities. And that the pre- 
paration of the heart is from the Lord. Whereas 
the above illuſtration, as well as the practice of 
the objector, ſeem to inculcate this. doctrine, 
That without immediate divine inſpiration, we 
are as well qualified at any time to pray or preach, 
as we are capable of feeding the hungry. To 
this kind of inſpiration, I apprehend, there is 
not any infidel, who can have the leaſt objection. 


But how does this agree with his aſſertion, 
* God truly does move you to preach, when in 
* his light you ſee light, clearly ſatisfying you 
it is his will?“ Has Barclay ſaid any thing 
ſtronger on the ſubjett? The queſtion there- 
fore is, Do any at any time, without this 
clear, ſatigſying light, ſtand up to preach ? Se- 
veral 1 have frankly acknowledged to 
me, that they have attempted to preach, 
when this clear ligit has been abſent, —at a 
| D time 
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time too when they have had a clear ſenſe of 
being diſqualified for the work; and have be- 
wailed the neceſſity they were then under, of 
acting contrary to their own judgment. And 
this, I believe, | for I ſpeak from experience] muſt 
frequently be the cale with well-meaning men, 
who, fit or unfit, are in the practice of preaching 
2t certain ſtated times. I fear there are others, 


who are ſtrangers to, feel no want of, and there- 


John Vil. 


fore do not wait for the divine aid, to qualify 
them for this great work. To ſuch perſons the 
words of our Lord, on a ſimilar occaſion, are 
quite pertinent: Your time is alway ready. 

* 


Again: If that only is true worſhip, which 
is offered to God, when his Spirit moves and 
* inclines our hearts, it naturally follows, that 
all other worſhip muſt * be falſe worſhip,” 
which 1s performed when the heart is not thus 


moved and inclined. It therefore is our in- 


Mat. XV, 
8, 


Eccleſ. 


V. 1. 


ver. 2. 


diſpenſible duty to wait till his Spirit move and 
incline our hearts, without which we ſhall fall 
under the charge, This people draweth nigh to 
me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from me. Therefore it 
is, that we have ſo many ſolemn cautions againſt 
inconſiderately ruſhing into the preſence of the 
Lord. Keep thy foot, ſaith Solomon, when thou 
goeſt into the houſe of God. That is, let thy mind 
be deeply and awfully ſenſible of the perfections 
of the ſupreme Majeſty, in whoſe preſence an- 
gels veil their faces, and in ſilent adoration bow 
before him. Be not raſh with thy mouth, and let 
not thine heart be haſly to utter any thing before 
God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth ; 
therefore let thy words be few. What a check, 
2 


and 
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and juſt reproof is this to the ſorwardneſs of the 


creature, who, without waiting for divine 


aid, which. qualifies for wor/hipping the Lord in 1 Chron, 
the beauty of holineſs, preſumes, like Nadab and xi. 29. 
AAA, to offer ſtrange fire, before the L,, Le. x. . 


g Hence we ſee the duty and reaſonableneſs of 


filent waiting on the Lord, (as the preparation of Prov. 


the heart is from him) without which we ſhall 
incur the cenſure of offering unto God the ſacri- 
Ace "of ' fools, This is ſtrongly inforced in the 
following words: We know not what to pray for. 
as we ought ; but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion 


for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And 


he that fearcheth the, heart, knoweth what is the 
mand of the Spirit, 1 15 he maketh interceſſion for 
the ſaints according to th will of Gd. 


2. But of this ſilent waiting the writer of that 


letter aſſerts, © In this there is a manifeſt differ- 
* ence between Quakeriſm and Chriſtianity. 
This is will-worſhip, if there be any ſuch thing 
* under.heaven.. For there 41s neither command 
nor example for it in ſcripture.” 


I anſwer, This is merely begging the queſ- 


tion. For, if there is ſuch a © manifeſt differ- 
* ence between Quakeriſm and Chriſtianity" 
in this particular, then ſome ſcripture condemns 
it, which ſcripture ſhould have been produced. 
But ſhould it be granted, [which I muſt deny] 
that * there is neither command nor example 
for it in ſcripture ;* yet unhappily this proof 
proves too much, and may be retorted with 
greater ſucceſs, that * there is neither command 
nor example, under the Goſpel-diſpenfation, 

| | | for 

D 2 


xvi. 1. 


Eccleſ. 
v. 2. 


Rom. 
viii. 26, 
27. 
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for liturgies, fing ing men, organs, and all thoſe 
ſuperfluous. ornaments, which have been bor- 
rowed from the Church of Rome, and'are dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel, being the inventions of men, and infto- 
duced into the Church 'in the times of apoſ- 
tacy, to ſupply the want of the divine pre- 
ſence. We may therefore ſafely conclude, 
This is will-worſhip, if there be any ſuch 
thing under heaven; for there is neither 
command nor example for it in ſcripture ;* 
nor did it take place in any Chriſtian aſſem- 
bly, till the inward glory had, in ſome meaſure, 
departed. from it. 


g. All the objeQtions, that are brought againſt 


this ſilent waiting on the Lord, ariſe from 


John iv. 
24. 


i. 


nM rightly conſidering the true nature of reli- 


gious worſhip ; which may juſtly be defined a 


ſimple aft of the mind, and all external 
acts are at beſt only ſo many outward. expreſ- 
fions of it. | 


If this be granted, which, I think, is ſelf-evi- 
dent, it will follow, that as there may be external 
acts of devotion, which do not ariſe from the in- 
ternal actings of the quickened ſoul, ſo, on the 
contrary, the mind may be reverently exerciſed 
in divine worſhip, when no verbal expreſſions are 
uttered. Thus our bleſſed Maſter defines. the na- 
ture of all true worſhip : God is a fprrit, and they that 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip hum in ſpirit. and in 
truth. It therefore highly concerns all, who 
deſire to worſhip the divine Being acceptably, 
to beware of fparks of their own kindling, and 
of the too common, but fatal, deception, in 
ſuppoſing divine worſhip to conſiſt in mere 


outwarꝗ 4 ay 
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outward ats, while the heart remains inſen- 
ſible of theſe divine feelings, of contrition 
for fin, poverty of ſpirit, and filial gratitude 
to the Father of mercies. If we are deſtitute 
of theſe diſpoſitions, however ſpecious our 
n appear, and however fre- 
quent we may; be in the uſe of them, we 
ſhall only reſemble the carnal, Jews, who fan- 
cied; religion conſiſted in the ſplendor of their 
temple, and outward. acts of devotion, and 
neglected to ſeek. that rectitude of mind, which 
renders. our offerings acceptable in the. ſight of 
the divine Being. =. 
N 


4. From what has been ſaid, I think it is evi- 
dent, that the neceſſity of ſilent waiting upon 
the Lord has its foundation in the nature 


and fitneſs of things. For as it is the Holy Spirit Rom. 
which helps our infirmities; and ue in not Weit viii. 26. 


to pray for. as we ought, till we are thus aſſiſted; 
it follows, that we cannot truly worſhip God, 
* unleſs. his Spirit move and ineline our 
hearts; a ſilent waiting therefore for the moving 
of the Holy Spirit is not only reaſonable, but our 
indiſpenſible duty; and the not waiting for this 
divine aſſiſtance, before we begin. any act of 

religious worſhip, is no leſs abſurd; than it would 


have been for a diſeaſed; perſon, at the pp n 


Betheſda, to have ſtepped into the water 
efore the angel came down to trouble. it. So 
that were the ſcriptures perfectly ſilent on 
this head, the nature of the duty fully evinces 
its expediency. And I may ſafely add, that all 
thoſe, who are unacquainted with the reveren- 
tial awe, which expreſſes itſelf in the ſilent 
breathings of the ſoul, in humble gratitude, to 


}. 
E 
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the Author of our being; and is what the ſcrip- 

: Rings ture emphatically ſtiles, pouring out of the foul in 

8. fraxer, are but owtward-court worſhippers, who 
have not yet entered i into the holy of holes. 


1 confeſs, that to natural, and I fear to 
ſome who are called ſpiritual men, it appears the 
fooliſhneſs of folly, to ſee a congregation wait- 
ing upon God in ſilence; and therefore, 
they are ready to condemn, and ſpeak evil of 
that which they do not underſtand ; fo true is the 
declaration of an inſpired writer, The natural man. 

1 Cor. ii, receiveti not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
14 are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually d iſcerned. Whereas to the 
enlightened mind, it appears not only ſcriptural, 

but highly rational, and is at once an acknow- 
ledgment of all the divine perfections; the om- 
niſcience, omnipreſence, almighty power, and 
boundleſs goodneſs of our gracious Creator and 
 Benefattor ; as well as of our intire dependance 

on, and expectation of receiving ſpiritual good, 
immediately. from him: And why ſhould it be 
thought incredible, that that glorious, infinitely 

an. Salted, and happy Spirit, whoſe offspring we are ; 
xvii. 28, and m whom we live, and move, and have our being, 
ſhould manifeſt his divine power and preſence 

to the waiting mind, without the medium of an 
outward inſtrument! We muſt aſſent to this, or 

deny the ſcriptures, which abundantly declare it; 

the experience of Chriſtians who bear teltim: 

to it; as well as derogate from the infinite per- 
feftions of the Almi ghty Creator. Let us not 

rod. then, like the fooliſh. Iſraelites, ſay, Speak thou 


| axxo 6, with us, and we will hear, but let not God ſpeak to us, 


left we die. Rather, may it be the language of 
our hearts, Let all creatures in heaven and earth 


keep 


E 
keep filence, that that till ſmall voice, which pro- 
call, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 


truth, may be heard and known, as it were, 


Exod. 


XXX1V 6, 


in the very center of the ſoul. Here is the Lord's 


holy mountain, where he makes unto his redeemed 
people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt. of wines, well 
refined on the lees ; that is, a pure ſpiritual enjoy- 
ments; and where he deſtroys the covering and veil, 


that are ſpread over all nations. 


Iſa. xxv. 
9 


4. All that the objector hath urged, reſpecting 


the lawfulneſs of appointing times and places for . 


public worſhip, falls to the ground, and onl 

proves he miſtook Barclay's meaning in theſe 
particulars ; for the uniform prattice of the peo- 
ple called Quakers from the beginning, hath ful- 
y teſtified, that they conſider it as a duty to ap- 


pom times and places for their religious aſſem- 
I 


ICS, 


Many perſons alſo greatly miſapprehend Bar- | 


clay, in ſuppoſing, that he pleads for entirely 
ſilent meetings, when he only pleads for a retired 
waiting for the divine aid, which alone qualifies to 
pray or preach, 5 


5. Let us now more minutely conſider preach-., 


ing, as it cannot properly be ſtiled worſhip ; and 
yet ſo ignorant are the bulk of mankind, that it 
is looked upon as almoſt the whole of religious 
worſhip : And at the ſame time fo viciated is the 
taſte of many profeſſors, that they cannot 
diſtinguiſh the chaff from the wheat ; nor can they 
reliſh any other kind of preaching, than that 
which has a tendency rather to amuſe, than 
profit the minds of the hearers. A 
x | ut 


er. 
. 
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But in order to underſtand the true ground of 
the miniſtry, let us look back and conſider, on 
what foundation the firſt miniſters ſtood. The 
ſcriptures are abundantly clear on this head. 

2 Pet. i, They inform us that holy men of God ſpake as they 
21, were moved by the holy Ghoſt. As the Spirit gave them 
8 utterance, Of the ability which God gave, 
ro Y *"* they propheſied one by one, being ſo attentive to 
1 Cor. their gift, that 7 any thing was revealed to another 
xiv. 30. fitting by, he that was ſpeaking held his peace, the 
ver, 32, Hhirit of the prophets being ſubject to the prophets. 


From theſe paſſages of ſcripture, we may in- 
fer the following particulars. 


Firſt, That their diſcourſes were not premedi- 

tated ; they delivered to the people what was im- 
mediately given them from the Lord; ſo that, 

John i. in truth, they could ſay, Our fellowſhip is 
8 with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt: 
Ver. 1. And the things which we declare unto you, we have 
heard, we have ſeen with our eyes, which we have 

looked upon, and our hands have handled of the word 

of life, even that living word manifeſted in the 

pfalm heart, which David compares to fire; for faith 
xxxix.q, he, While I muſed, the fire burned, and at left I 


ſhake with my tongue. 


Secondly, As they propheſied one by one, there | 
mult have been ſome time of ſilence, to prevent 
two or three ſpeaking at once. 


Thirdly, The preſent mode of one man's 
preaching for an hour, without the Goſpel pri- 
vilege of — 2 many as are moved by the 
Lord to deliver his meſſage, was not known 


among the firſt miniſters. 


And, 


f 
| 
- 
y 
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And, Laſtly, The practice of the people cal 
led Quakers, in the miniſtration of the word, 
eorreſponds in all theſe particulars, with the con- 
duct of the primitive miniſters of Chriſt, 


If it is not too abſurd an idea, let my friend 
picture to himſelf, one of the Apoſtles writing 
down his ſermon, or conning over ſome old com- 
mentator, picking out a ſentence here and there, 
committing them to memory, and then retailing 
them to his auditory for the word of God. But 
I have done ;— as the very ſuppoſition is fo ab- 
ſurd, that to name it, is ſufficient. For theſe 


miniſtets were to be ſo led and influenced by the 


Holy Spirit, that they were enjoined, Take no 
thought, how or what things ye ſhall ſay, for the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall teach you in the ſame hour what ye ſhall 


Jay. And as all true miniſters ſtand on the 


ſame foundation, having the ſame commiſſion, 


as well as the ſame gracious 2 Lo, 1 
0 


am with you alway, 10 the end of the world ; It 
follows, that they ſhould live in a ſtate of con- 
tinual waiting and dependance on the Lord ; 


Jpeaking' from the ability which God groeth, and not 


in the enticing words of man's wiſdom. Or, as the 
Apoſtle has it in the ſame chapter, Which things 
we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. Here we 
have a clear diſtinction between the true and the 
falſe miniſter. The former under the divine. 


Matt. x. 
19 


Matt. 
xXxviii. 
20. 

1 Cor. ii. 

+ 


ver. 13. 


influence, publiſhing the counſel of God, in 
the demonſtration of the ſpirit; and the other a- 


whom, Biſhop Tillotſon makes this pertinent re- 
mark. Speculative men wrought a great part 
* of their divinity out of their own brains, as 


muſing the people with his own inventions: of 


** ſpiders do cobwebs out of their own 3 


E 


* 
— 
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And as they are diſtinguiſhed in this particular, 

they are equally, ſo in another; the one hav- 

Mat x, ing 1 ly received, according to his Lord's eom- 

mand, and the example of true miniſters, freely 

John x. communicates to the people. The other, 

12, whom our Lord calls an Hireling, being in- 

fluenced by lucrative motives, deſires to be 

1 Sam. ii. put into the prieſts office, that he may eat a mor- 

36. fel of bread. They are alſo. — diſtin- 

gauiſhed by their language. That of the true 

Aﬀts xx. — herd is, 7 have coveled no man's ſilver or gold, 

33,34. or . Vea, you yourſelves know, that theſe 

hands have miniſlered to my neceſſities, and to them 

2 Theff, that were with me. Neither did we eat any man's 

iii. 8. bread for nought, but we (two Biſhops, Paul and 

Timothy) wrought with labour and travail night and 

1 Thelf, day ; becaufe we would not be chargeable unto any of 
ii. 9. You, we preached unto you the Goſpel of God, 


How widely different is the language of an 
haveling 2 Like thoſe of old, who 5 4 not 2 
Lord, they are ready to ſay, G ve 
m. 
fs 8 the Prieſt” And mould any mildly ex « coi ' 
with them, that this is contrary to the injunctions 
Mat. x 8. Of Chriſt 10 his miniſters, Freely ye have received, 
freely give. They are ready to reply, Nay, but 
Sam. ii. thou ſhalt give it me; or if not, I will take ut by 
16, force. 


And they are very conſpicuous in a fourth par- 
ticular. Our Lord having drawn a ſtriking 
picture of the true and falſe Teacher —Of the 

Mat. latter he ſays, They love long robes—The k | 

xxiii, 6. rooms at feaſts—The chief ſeats in the h Hafen 
And ok, called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi —That is, 

they 


0 Tillotſon”s Works, Vol. I. Serm. 48. page abo, 10 edit. 


1 


[ & 7 
they ſought to be diſtinguiſhed by their dreſs, as 
well as by titles Were ambitious of the chief 
places in church and ftate— To be the head of a 
f atty—Head of their brethren—Lording il over 
God's heritage—FExpetting implicit faith and paſ- 
ſive obedience from their hearers. This ſpirit 
early crept into the church, and was ſevere- 
ly reprehended by our Lord. When there 
was a ſtrife among the Diſciples, who ſhould be 
the greateſt, he ſaid to them, The kings of the Luke 
Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip over them, and they. that xxii. 25. 
exerciſe authority upon them, are called benefaflors, 
But ye ſhall not be jo : but he that is greateſt among 
you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief | 
as he that doth ferve. And his particular charge 
to them was, Be not ye called Rabbi: 7 for Mat. 
one is jour Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are bre- xxiii. 8, 
| thren. And call no man your father. Neither be ye 
called Maſters. But he that is greateſl among you 
+ ſhall be your ſervant. 3 


The twelfth propoſition treats of Baptiſm, on 
which Barclay obſerves, © That as there is but 
* one Lord and one Faith, ſo there is but one Bap- Eph. iv. 
* t:/m.” And that this one Baptiſm is not an out- 5 
ward Baptiſm of water, I think he very fully de- 
monſtrates. | 


To which propoſition, the writer of that let- 
ter objefts, © Yea, one outward Baptiſm which 
you deny.* * Here therefore is another differ- 
* ence between Quakeriſm and Chriſtianity.” 


I reply, That this way of proving things, by 
ſimply affirming, or denying, is very far from 
being ſatisfactory; and yet I cannot find any 
thing elſe offered as a proof here. * 

3 But 


L. 344 


But this is a ſubje& of conſiderable mo- 
ment, and as ſeveral perſons, not rightly under- 
ſtanding it, have run into great errors them- 
ſelves, and at the ſame time have charged the 
people called Quakers with being no Chrif: 
* tians;” it may be neceſſary to examine this 
matter to the bottom. 


i. 1. Since life and immortality are brought to light 
10. by the Gofpel, there is an end to all ſhadows, ſigns 
and figures. Thus I underſtand our bleſſed 
Lord, in his converſation with the woman of 
John iv. Samaria, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when 
21. ye ſhall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jeru- 
falem worſhip the Father. God is a fhirit, and they 
that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth. A plain intimation of the intirg removal 
of all types and ſhadows, they being no longer 
neceſſary, when the ſubſtance 1s come. 


ver. 24. 


2. It is confeſſed on all hands, that Water 
Baptiſm is only a ſign, or figure. And the ſign 
and thing ſignified by it, are two diſtintt things, 
This is granted by the objector. For J ſuppoſe, 
when he ſays, © Yea, one outward Baptiſm,” he 
would not he underſtood, that this © outward 
* Baptiſm' of water, was the one Baptiſm, mo 
the Apoſtle intended. And yet he mu 
do. this, or hold two Baptiſms. R. Barclay 
makes this one Baptifm, an inward Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt. The objettor allows this in- 
ward one, but ſays, Yea, one outward Bap. 
* tiſm,* in dire oppoſition to the Apoſtle's af. 
ſer tion, one Baptiſm, 

3. That water-baptiſm was not inſtituted by 


Chriſt, as ſome ignorantly alfirm, is very . 
when 


L 9 4 


when we conſider that it was uſed by John, 
before our Lord made his public appearance. 
Not only fo, but it is well known, by thoſe wha 
are acquainted with the Jewiſh cuſtoms, that 


it was one of their ceremonies; therefore 
calling it © an inſtitution of Chriſt” tends to miſ- 


lead the ignorant, and is contrary to truth, 


4. Taking things for granted, without exa- : | 


mination, is the reaſon that ſome not only 
ſay, © It is an inſtitution of Chriſt,” but that 
he commanded it, when he commiſſioned his 
diſciples to 7 and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in (or, as ſome render it, into) the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


. Mat. 
xxviii. 


19. 


This, I grant, is Chriſt's baptiſm, But look at 


the text, and ſee if water is mentioned in it. 
That nothing of ſuch an outward, ſuperficial 
nature could be intended by our Lord, is evi- 
dent from the nature of his ſuperior diſpenſa- 
tion, which is all Hhirit and lie. Nor is it 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that our Lord ſhould. a- 
boliſh ſome ſhadows and outward. figures, and 
ſubſtitute others. I conſider therefore the bap- 
tiſm enjoined by the founder. of the Chriſtian 
religion, as contra- diſtinguiſhed to, and eſſen- 
tially different from John's. The one out- 
ward, of water; the other inward, by the 
Holy Ghoſt. Were not the covering or veil 
ſpread over all nations, and that the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
we ſhould marvel that the words of Chriſt 
have been ſo commonly interpreted in the 
moſt groſs and outward ſenſe; eſpecially in 
this inſtance, as John the Baptiſt in the 
cleareſt manner diſtinguiſhes between water- 


baptiſm, and the baptiſm of Chriſt. 7 8 
| | ays 


Iſa. xxv. 


7. 
1 Cor. 
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Mat. iii. ſays he, baptize you with water; but he ſhall boptize 
''* ou with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. And 7his 
exactly 1 with the prophecy of Malachi, 
who rah efying of the Lord jeſus, whom he 
Mal. iii, tiles, The me enger of the covenant, he adds, For 
1, 2, he is lite a refiner's fire, and like fuller's foap. So 
his people know him, when by the brightneſs o 
2 Thel, has glorious, inward appearance, he conſumes t 
ii. 8. man of ſin; and they feeling the painful opera- 
tion, pointed out by the expreſſive emblem of 
fire, are ready to aſk, in the ſtriking mary 
of the prophet, Who ma * the day of 
. Ki. coming! And who ſhall Ay 
3* When he fits as a x 2 and per 9 2 not 
2 Cor. to deſtroy, but to purge them, as gold and filver, 
vii. 1. from all thine of ®, of Hg 7 and ſpirit, for 5% great 
Mal. ii;, and gracious purpoſe, that they may offer unto the 
3. Lord an offermg in righteouſneſs. The parallel 
text to this, and which ſeems to be a beautiful 
illuſtration of it, we find in the prophecy of 
Ezekiel, which contains a gracious promiſe of 
that change of heart, which is produthve of 
all holy tempers, as well as uniformity of con- 
duct. The paſſage is peculiarly expreflive, 
and may every mind not only diſcover 
its beauty, but earneſt] deſire to experience 
the full import of _ words, 1 will fpronkle 
Ezek. clean water u ye hall be clean ; rom all 
* your filtha & 1 fag rom 


will put within you ; and I will take away the 


flony heart out of your fig , and I wilt give youan 
heart of fleſh. 


Here our Lord's words appear in their true, 


ſpiritual meaning, Go, teach all nations. That 


is, inſtract them fully into the great and gra- 
cious 


al | your idols will I cleanſe 
you. A new heart US J give you, and a new ſpirit 


Fa 3 


cious deſigns, for which the Son of God was 
manifeſted ; and baptize them ind the name, that Matth. 


is, into the nature of the Father, and of the Son, Xxvili. 


and of the Holy Ghoſt. This interpretation ſeems 9 
to be confirmed by the words of the apoltle 
Peter: And as 1 began to ſpeat, the Holy Ghoſt. 
fell on them. Then remembered I the word of the ag xi. 
Lord, how that he ſaid, Jokn indeed baptized with, 14. 
water ; but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. 


If it be objefted, ©& That to baptize in this 
« ſenſe of the word, is the office of the Holy 

« Spirit,” J anſwer it is true; but miniſters may 

be ſaid to baptize inſtrumentally; and in this 


ſenſe we muſt underſtand the 4 Paul, o | 


when he ſays, I have begotten you h the iv. 15. 
a e ATED”. 


Jo call any thing ſhort of this the baptiſm, of 

Chriſt, muſt prove, and indeed, has proved a. 
fatal miſtake. to many. For multitudes erred; 

by falſely coneluding, that as they had been 
ſprinkled with water in their infancy, or im- 
merged when adults, they were thereby rege- 

** nerate, and grafted into Chriſt's church,“ * 
though remaining intire ſtrangers to the mind which. Phil. ii. 
was in Chriſt! To all ſuch the Apoſtle Peter de- 5. 
clares, Not the tmg away the filth of the fleſh, pet. iii. 
but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, by 21. 
the refurreftion of Jeſus Chriſt. This is the real 

inward baptiſm, which, unites. to, and makes us 
myſtically one with Chriſt; of which the * 


In the office of baptiſm uſed by the eſtabliſhed. 
church, it is taken fox granted, that all who are ſprink- 
led with water, are thereby © regenerate and graſted in- 
„to the church of Chriſt,” This ſuppoſition appears 
to me unſcriptural, abſurd, and highly dangerous, 
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Rom. vi. tle Paul treats, when he ſays, Know je not; 
8+ that fo many of us as were baptized into Chriſt, were 
: baptized mlo his death. For as many of you as 
Gal. iii. have been baptized into Chrift, have put on Chriſt: 
27. By one ſpirit are we all baptized into one body, 
1 Cor. and have been made to drink into one ſpirit. 
*. 13. The baptiſm here treated of, cannot poſſibly 
mean an outward one of water, for many who 
have been ſprinkled with, or immerged in wa- 
1 Jo. 11. ter, have not pul 0 Chriſt, nor do they walk as ie 
alſo walked, | 
Again, the ſame Apoſtle, writing to Titus, 
ſays, Not by works of Tighteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according io his mercy he faved us by the 
Tit. iii. 5 /ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
9 Ghoſt. And leſt any ſhould apprehend, this 
waſhing to be ſome external, he guards againſt ſo 
dangerous a deluſion, by adding, which he ſhed 
on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
This is that baptiſm, which qualihes for the en- 
joyment of God here, and for his glorious 
kingdom hereafter. And which the lip of truth 
has declared, Except a man be born again, 
[which is only another word for baptized] 
Mak e cannot enter into the kingdom of God. For, 
*" He that believeth and is [thus] baptized ſhall be 


xvi. 16, 


saved. 


ver. 6. 


That I have put no falſe gloſs on theſe ſcrip- 
tures, is abundantly confirmed by the words of 
our Lord to his Diſciples, after his reſurrection. 

Ats1.5. John truly baptized with water ; but ye ſhall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many days hence 5 
and which promife had its accompliſhment, 


when on the day of Pentecoſt, the new goſpel 
__ © diſpenſation: 


[ w 7] 


diſpenſation. was An and hp were all filled Acts ii. 
227 4 _— "_ 3 NW N 4s 


8. That vater bein x was 8 uſed 3 
in the Apoſtle's days, is not denied; and it is 
equally true, that circumciſibn, and the obſerv - 

ance of the ceremonial law, as not only in uſe, 

but pleaded for by weak Chriſtians. Shall we 

from hence infer the neceſſity of our coming 

under thoſe: ſhadows, which are termed, weak Gal, iv; 
and beggariy elements? Which is equally ade 4+ 
caſe of all figures under the goſpel diſpen ation. 

But if the practice of ſome in the uſe of water- 
baptiſm, (for I. think it is proyed, that they had 

no precept for it).1s obligatory, what reaſon can 

be aſſigned, that their practice in circumciſion 

ſhould not be equally binding aus? . 


Some perſons ignorantly £m f - That | 

“ Chriſt: himſelf was baptized.” and therefore 

enforce it as the duty of all his followers. By 

the ſame way of reaſohing, we may conclude; 

that as Chriſti was. n oo do. eras all 
Chriſtians. | 


6. In the Acts of the | Apoſtles, and in the 
feveral letters to the Churches, we are inform- 
ed of the very extenſive labours of the apoſtle 
Paul in planting churches. But what was the 
apoſtle's praQice, with reſpett to theſe gathered 
churches? To be ſure, if he underſtood his 
commiſſion, To baptize all nations, to mean water- 
baptiſm, he would not only have been in the 
conſtant uſe of it, but particularly careful, not 
even in a ſingle inſtance, to tranſgreſs his Lord's 
command. But he not only aſſures us, that 
he was not in the practice of it, by declaring, 

F J only 


s Cor, 2 [that is, with water] but to 


17, 


L * ] 


baplized Criſpus, and Gaius, and the houſhold 
7 — but he alſo informs us, that water- 
aptiſm was no part of his commiſſion : Chriſt 


preach the goſpel. Words cannot more clearly 


point out in what light the _ Paul conk- | 
_ water-baptiſm. 


Beſides, it would puzzle the abel diſs 


to prove, that the apoſtles themſelves were 


baptized with water. It is very clear to me, 
that they were not. For who could baptize 
them ? The ſcriptures ature us, that Chri/t bap- 
Azed not: and if they were not baptized ac- 
cording to the preſent mode of CR they 
were no Chriſtians; and conſequently incapadle 
of . adminiſtering, . what os call * An ordi- 
* nance of Chriſt.” 


The thirteenth {en wikik of the com- 
munion of the body and blood of Chriſt; which 
Berclay confiders- as. © inward and ſpiritual, of 


* which the breaking of bread by Chriſt with 
* his diſciples, was a figure.” 


It wilt help my friend to anſwer the — 
tions — again this RE * 70 
n 1 


1. That as our bleſſed bad was born under 
the law, he became ſubjeR to all its rites and cere- 
monies. His laſt act — was the obſerv- 
ance of the paſſover; ſo that this was no new 
inſtitution, but as one of the Evangeliſts in- 
forms us, eating the paſſover with has Diſciples. 
* And which is confirmed by our Lord's words 
while they partook of the ſupper. With y_ [ 


ve 
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have defired to eat this paſſover with you before I Luke 
And as it was the common practice for XI. 15. 
the maſter of the feaſt, after fupper to take 

bread and the cup, and after giving thanks to 

God, to diſtribute them among che gueſts, 

our blefſed maſter conformed thereto, deſiring 

them to do that a& in remembrance of him. 

Had it been a duty to be continued amongſt 
Chriſtians, no doubt but our bleſſed Lord would 

have been more explicit; for, from what then 

paſſed, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, we 

can only conſider the command as "to 

that ſingle action performed by the Apoſtles. 

And how can we think otherwiſe, when we are 
informed, that Chriſt is the end of the law ? That Rom. x. 
is, of the ſhadowy diſpenſation. 80 attached #® 
indeed were ſome, even of thoſe who embraced 

the Chriſtian religion to theſe outward things, 

that it became neceſſary, ſharply to reprehend 

them. O ſooliſu Galatians, is the language of 

Paul to that church, after that ye have inown 
God, how turn ye again. to the weak and beggarly Cal. ir. 
elements, whereunto - ye defire again ta be in bon. 1 
dage. Ye obſerve days, and «months, and times, 
and years. I am afraid of you, leſt I have be- 
ſtowed on you labor in vain. Not only fo, but 
the Apoſtle ſaw it needful, to caution ſuch ſu- 
perficial perſons, not to condemn thoſe” who 
were under a ſuperior diſpenſation. Writing to 
thoſe who were more ſpiritual, he ſays, Let no 
man. judge you in meat or in drink, or in reſpelt 4 
an holy-day, or of the neu- moon, or of the fabbath- 
days ; which are a ſhadow of things to come, but 16. 17. 
the body is of Chriſt. 


That many of the Corinthians, who were 
carnal and walked as men, ſhould be fond of theſe 
ſhadows, we need not marvel, and therefore in 

F 2 condeſcenſion 
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condeſcenſion to their weakneſs, and to pre- 


vent their —_— into idolatry, they were 
indulged in the uſe of this figure.” Nor was 
this a ſingular caſe, for in condeſcenſion to 


Acds xv; ſome, who were weak Brethren, Paul, had both 
Timothy and Titus, circumciſed, and in ſeveral 
Ibid. xxi inſtances, he himſelf - conformed to the cere- 

23, 


10, 


monial law; aſſigning reaſons for this part of 
his conduct, in theſe words: To the weak 1 
became as weak, that I might gain the weak: J 


Cor. ix. am made all things to all men, that I maght by all 


means ſave ſome, © 


0 1 Whether it is' the duty of all Chriſtians 


to be found in the practice of the ſupper, may 


Jo. xiii. and Moſter, have waſhed your feet, ye alſo 


13, 
15 


14, 


be' anſwered by aſking another queſtion. 


We are informed, that our divine Maſter, 
immediately. after the. ſupper, poured water into 
a bajon, and waſhed the Diſciples feet, and then 
ſaid unto them, Ye call me Maſter and Lord ! and 
ye ſay well, for fo J am. I then, your Lord 


ought to waſh one "another's feet. For. I have 
given you an example, that ye do as I have 
done to you. Here we have both the precept 
and example of our Lord, for feet-waſhing, in 
a much more explicit manner laid down, than 
that of the ſupper. Is it not then, the indiſ- 
penſible duty of all Chriſtians to be found in 
the practice of it? 4 cr | 


Thoſe who are very much attached to out- 
ward ccremonies, anſwer this queſtion, by ſay- 
ing, That it was only a figure, by which our 
Lord deſigned to teach his followers the im- 
portant dottrines of humility, and benevo- 
* lence towards each other,” l 

Naeh 6 And 
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And is there not the ſame reaſon for con- 
cluding with R. Barclay, that * the breaking of 
* bread by Chriſt with his diſciples was a fi- 
* gure, by which he intended to inſtruct all 
his followers into the neceſſity of ſpiritually eat- 
ing his fleſh, and drinking his blood? As he 


has expreſly declared, Except ye eat the fleſh of 


the fon of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no l% in you. And to guard againſt a groſs 
carnal ſenſe, which ſome have put on theſe 


5 


Jo. vi. 
53 


words, our Lord added, The fleſh profiteth nothing; ver. 36. 


the words that I ſpeak unto you, they are ſpirit and 
they are life. And which 1s fully explamed, when 
he fays, Behold, I ſtand at the door, and knock ; 
of any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come into him, and fup with ham, and he with 
Me. | 


Why our Lord's words in one place, muſt 
be underſtood in a figurative ſenſe, conveying 
ſpiritual truths to the mind; and in another 
place, be interpreted in the moſt groſs and out- 
ward fignification, is ſomething myſterious. 


* poſtles, who are ſuppoſed to have known the 
* mind of their Maſter, were in the practice of 
vater baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper.” 


Rev. iii. 
20. 


3. But it has been pleaded, that the A- 


I anſwer, This ſeems to be the ſtrongeſt ar- * 


gument, which can be urged in favor of them; 
but that it is not impregnable, will appear by 
conſidering the following particulars: 


Firſt, Should it be granted that the Apoſtles 


were in the uſe of them, it will not follow, 
that it becomes a duty to us; as nothing can be 


— 


ara 
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Rom. can be a duty without a divine ecept ; For 
4. XV. "where no law is, there i is no tranſgre 


Secondly, The Apoſtle Paul's prafiice and 
declaration, J egy x Criſpus and Gaius, and the 
houſhold of Stephanas ; befides, I know not whether 
I baptized any other. For 9 ſent me not to 
baptize, but to preach the 0 quite overturns 
the argument. 


Thirdly, This argument falls under its own 
weight, as it proves too much. For agree- 
ably to this way of proving things, feet-waſh- 

Pn ing; anointing with oil; love feaſts; faluting 

5, 10, each other with the kiſs of charity ; having all 

Jam, v. things in common; yea, and circumciſion it- 

14. ſelf; muſt all be introduced into the church, 

v2 —_ as they were in uſe with the Apoſtles; which 

3. may be ſeen by conſulting the Texts we 
to in the margin. 


The fifteenth propoſition which is objefted 
to, as differing from Chriſtianity, is moſt of all 
ſurpriſing, becauſe that writer himſelf, as far as 

he went, has borne a true teſtimony againſt the 
evil of conformity to this world. But why it 
ſhould be criminal to conform to the world in 
dreſs, and yet make a manifeſt» difference be- 
* tween Quakeriſm and Chriſtianity, becauſe 
that people teſtify, that the world is equally 
evil in its cuſtoms and language, muſt appear 
myſterious to every thinking mind; and the 
molt favorable conſtruction that can be put up- 
on it, is to ſay, the writer's own mind has not 


attained to the clearneſs of 'the perfett * 


2. It appears to me, that be has not done 
——_ Juſtice, in fixing only upon the word, 
thou ; 


K. 
thou; detaching it from the connedtion in which 
it ſtood; and then holding it up as a ſcare- 
crow, as tho' he made the whole of the plain 
language to confaſt in uſing thou inſtead of you. 
Whereas it is the very ſmalleſt and loweſt link 
in the chain. And I am fully ſatisfied, that 
bad any one fingled out from the objeQor's 
writings, ſome particular ſentence, quite de- 
tached from its connection, and then ridiculed 
it, every candid mind would have diſapproved 
ſuch treatment. Let me, out of many, ſelett a 


And the placing religion 
is ſuch egregious trifing, 


poſe this well-deſigned caution to contempt, 
every fair reaſoner would condemn ſuch a pro- 


. And yet. this very thing the objeftor is 
guilty of. Barclay had proved to a demonſtra- 
tion, the apoſtacy of the Chriſtian world; and, 
among other things, that its preſent language 
and cuſtoms, are inconſiſtent with the ſimplici- 
ty, truth, and purity of the Goſpel. The diſ- 
pute therefore, is not about the ſingle pronoun 
thou, whether it is more fcriptural and grammati- 
cal, to uſe it to a fingle perſon than you, for 
this is very obvious to all, who are not — 

y 
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by cuſtom or prejudice. For aſter all the tor- 
turing of invention, to make you to a ſingle per- 


ſon proper, it can never be done, as it deſtroys 


the juſt and neceſſary diſtinction between the ſe- 
cond perſon ſingular and plural. 41 fs 


Beſides, you, to a ſingle perſon, was evil in its 
origin, being invented to flatter the vanity 
of one of the Roman Emperors, by addreſſing 
him in the plural number, as tho he was more 


than mortal. | 


It is alſo evil in its nature, as it is contrary 
to truth to uſe the plural number to one perſon. 


And, it is a departure from that ſcriptural 
language, uſed by God himſelf, and by all ho- 
ly men; for a falſe, flattering, heatheniſh lan- 
guage, which was invented by vile ſycophants, 
to pleaſe men of corrupt minds. | 


But as I hinted, altho' this is a part of the 
plain language, yet it ſtands connected with 
ſeveral things of greater importance. Therefore 
the objector ſhould not have paſſed them, 
but ought to have proved, if it could be done, 
that it is quite conſiſtent with ſpealing the truth 
from the heart,” to call perſons © Maſter and 
+ Miſtreſs;” and to ſublcribe ourſelves, their 
humble Servants,” when no ſuch relation ſub- 
fiſts between us. Not only fo, but that it is 
lawful, indiſcriminately to give to poor, igno- 
rant, ſinful mortals, [and ſome of them the, moſt 
worthleſs characters,] the titles which belong to 
the ſupreme Being : Such as, © reverend;” © moſt 
* reverend;” * right honourable ;” worſhip- 
„ ful;” * majeſty;” © your holineſs, &c.“ 
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Whether this is ſpeaking "the truth from the 
cart Or is it not, with a witneſs, giving 
flattering titles to men, of which, one, who lived 
under a. much inferior diſpenſation to ours, 


ſaid, I know not to give flattering titles: in ſo do- 
ng my Maker would ſoon take me away? _ 


3. R- Barclay therefore, concludes, ** It is not 
* lawful for Chriſtians to give, or receive thoſe 
* titles, Your Majeſty; Your Lordſhip. And 
the reaſon he aſſigns is, That they alone be- 
long to the ſupreme Being.” 


Io which it is objected, In this there is a 

; difference between Quakeriſm and Chriſti- 

* anity.” St. Paul gives the title of Moſt Nene 
to the Roman Governor. 


Job 


xxxil. 22 


From this objettion we may learn, that it is 


not only lawſul to give theſe titles to men, but 
alſo, that it is very criminal to withhold them, if it 
makes us differ from Chriſtianity. This, I 
think, is a perfettly new diſcovery ; and-what 
ſome would term, the oppolite extreme. 


That Paul once gave the title of Moſt Noble 
to Feſtus, Barclay grants; but adds, He 
„ would not have called him ſuch; if he had 
not been truly noble: and indeed he was, 
in not giving way to the fury of the. Jews 
* againft him.“ 


To which the writer of the letter objects, 
* The ſcripture ſays quite otherwiſe.” That he 
did give way to the fury of the Jews againſt 
; him, &c.“ 


G It 


E 


It ſeems to me, that the objector is guilty of 
two miſtakes. Firſt, In taking for granted, 
that Feſtus, when he aſked Paul, Milt thou go to 

alem? was in the ſecret of the Jews in- 


| tention to kill him; which is highly improbable, 


Acts | 


XXV. 12, 


ver. 2, 


Acts 
xxvii. 
21,25, 


as the event fully proves. And the ſecond 
error, is in aſſerting, that the ſcripture ſays, 
* That Feſtus did give way to the fury of the 
* Jews againſt him.” I think, the ſcripture ſays 
the very reverſe. The deſire of the — was, 
that Feſtus would ſend Paul to jeruſalem. But 
Paul's requeſt was to go to Rome, to be judged 
by Cæſar. Let the ſcriptures then decide, to 
whom Feſtus gave way. His words are theſe: 
Haſt thou 8 unto Cæſar? Unto Cæſar thou 

go. We may therefore ſafely conclude, 
that Feſtus acted nobly by Paul, in withſtand- 
ing the powerful intereſt of the high-prieſt, and 
the chief of the Jews, who defired favor againſt him, 
that he would fend him to Feruſalem. 


4. But it has been objefted by others, that 
© the apoſtles themſelves frequently gave the 
„ appellation of Sirs to the people. As, Sirs, 
* ye ſhould have hearkened to me. Sirs, be of 
good cheer, &c.“ | 


To which I reply, that it is univerſally allow- 
ed, that the word andres, viri, rendered Sirs, 
has. no ſuch ſignification, and ought to have 
been tranſlated men, as it is literally, Men, ye 


ſhould have hearkened unto me: Men, be of good 


Adts xvi. 
30. 


cheer. There is but one exception to this, 
throughout the Acts of the Apoſtles. There we 
are informed, that the awakened jailor, when 
in great diſtreſs of mind, addreſſed the apoſtles. 
ſaying, Sirs, (i. e. Lords) what ſhall I do to le 

faved ? 


E 


ſaved? This was his heatheniſh language; which 
he had not then parted» with, but which was 


never uſed by the apoſtles. 


And that this corrupt mne lad thefs 
flattering titles, are not ſuitable to the ſimpli- 
city and dignity of a Chriſtian, I can prove 
from a comment on theſe words, The elder unto 
the eleft Lady; which, I expect, the objettor 
himſelf can have no objettion to. On that 
{cripture the author * bas this remarkable com- 
ment. 


- © Kuria (which our tranflators have rendered 
Lady) is: undoubtedly a proper name both 
here, and in verſe 5th. For it was not then 
uſual to apply the title Lady to any but the 

Roman Empreſs; neither would ſuch a man- 

* ner of ſpeaking have been ſuitable to the 

' ' implicky "us dignity of an Apolivert” 


Here are two things granted : firſt; a cor- 
ruption of language; and, ſecondly, chat this 
corruption of language is incompatible with 
the Dignity and fimplicity* of the goſpel dif 
penſation iT | 


5. Another branch of the plain 8 
eonſiſts in a teſtimony againſt that ſpirit of apoſ- 
tacy, in departing from the ſimple, ſcriptural 
language, uſed by God himſelf, and by holy 
men in all ages, in calling months and days by 
thoſe proper names, which the Almighty" gave 
them; and adopting in the place thereof thoſe 
heatheniſh, idolatrous names, which were given 

; © $5 them 


See Weſley's Notes on the New Teſtament, 


2 John 
1. 
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chem in honor of their falſe gods. This will 
clearly appear, by conſidering the origin of 
ſome of the months, and of all the days of the 
week, now commonly uſed ; and which may 
be ſteh hy conſulting Chambers and Johnſon's 
dictionaries, from which I have moſtly borrow- 
ed the tollowing remarks, 2 2 wo Tee 


of g « the names of en . 


1. The firſt ni ans by * Wes called 
pry in honor of Janus, an idol with two 
aces, to whom the firſt day of this month was 
dedicated by the heathens, with feaſtings, 
dancings, maſquerades, &c. In oppoſition to 
which, the Chriſtians 8 it as a Neu; of 
— and humiliation.” | 

2. The ſecond wait) according to an an- 
cient teſtimony, was called February, in honor 
of the Prince, of the infernal regions. Pliny 
informs us, that. the firſt twelve 5 of this 

month were ſpent in offering ſarrifices to the 
inſernal powers devil, to render them propi⸗ 
tiqus 2 their: deceaſed friends: and ag Pluto 
(the ſuppoſed prince of the [infernal fegions) 
was calſed Februus, in honor of him this month 
was called F *ebriary. | 
£443 6,,3 Git 81. 459 

3. The chird Wees Was -by Wandel one 
of: the Roman 'emperors; ftiſec March. in 
honor of his pretended father Mars;' ' feighed to 
be the god of war; and therefore od unded 
Wat {os worſhip * be paid him RL. 


The fourth-memdcis ſuppoſed) to love been 
called April, in honor of an imaginary goddeſs, 
known if the name of Venus, who was wor- 


2 fhipped 


| 1 


1 hed.” II. 


ſhipped by the Romans, aud to whom the moſt 
ble 3 rites. were pace. 


; Bu) The fifth — * A810 bn 8 
ken been termed May, in honor of the ſena- 
tors of Rome. By others it is ſuppoſed to have 
been called, in honor of Maia, the mather of 
Mercury, one of the pretended deities, whom 


the Idolatrous Romans om + 4468 


The daa month WAS ſtiled june, in Honey 
— an heatheniſh goddeſs named j unode. 


7. The feventh month has taken its name 


July, from Julius: Cafar, one of the Rombk 


emperors. 11 


8. The eighth month was called Augult, in 
Nude of one of the Roman emperors, who was 
{tiled Auguſtus. The title of Auguſtus (which 
ſignifies venerable, ſacred,” magnificent) was 
firſt given to Ottavius, one of the emperors, as 


expreſſive of ſomething divine and elevated in 


him; above the common pitch of manking; 


and from that time all the Roman emperors 


were flattered with the title of Auguſtus Cæſar; 


tas. 1 s, Sacred, W mo 


109. dtd. /Odber; November, and 
December; are the old numerical Latin names 


for theſe. months: which were not changed. 


Bat!-3t would be improper to uſe them now, 


though quite proper before the ſtile was altered. 
The Romans began their year the month called 
March, and therefore September was the ſe- 


venth ys: __ ar "Pow Toy the ninth” of 
ours. 2 1 5711 10 20 | 
And 


IT 80 | 


And as the idolatrous Romans made theſe 
changes in the names of ſeveral of the months, 
in honor of their emperors, or falſe gods; fo 
our Pagan anceſtors changed the names of all 
the days of the week, calling them by the name 
* the idol, which they worltipped on that day. 

ence 


The firſt day of the week was called by our 
idolatrous Saxon anceſtors, Sunday, (0 the day 
of the ſun) becauſe it was ſet apart for the 
worſhip of the ſun. 


The ſecond day of the week they named 
Monday, (Moon's-day) as they commonly 
worſhipped the moon on this day. | 


The third day of the week was termed Tueſ- 
day, in honor of an 1dol called Tuiſco Mars, 


who was worſhipped by that barbarous and ido- 
latrous people on this day. 


The fourth day of the week was Riled Wed. 
neſday, and dedicated to one of their idols 
called Wooden, whom they worſhipped on this 
day. 


The fifth day of the week they named Thurſ. 
day, in honor if one of their idols called . 
whom they worſhipped on tus day. 

The ſixth day of che wok they ſtiled Friday ; 
and this day was dedicated to, and called after 
one of their idols, named Freya. 


The ſeventh day. of the week they ſtiled Sa- 
turday, in honor of the planet Saturn, the ſup- 


poſed 


* F 33. | 1 
poſe father of the heathen gods, to whom 
idolatrous worſhip was paid on this dax. 


Whether it be agreeable to the purity of the 


Chriſtian religion, to retain the names of theſe 
idols, and have months and days called after 
them, I leave my friend to judge; with remind- 
ing him, that God's people of old (when they took 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, from 'which the 
mhabitants were driven out, on account of their 
idolatry) were enjoined, Make no mention 


of the names of other gods, neither let 1t be heard. 


Exod, 


xxiii. 


out of your mouth. For I will take away the names Hoſea ii. 


of Baalim (Heb. lords) out of his mouth. And 
will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, 
and they ſhall no more be remembered. Then will 


I turn lo the people à pure language. 


6. R. Barclay ſays, © It is not lawful for 


* Chriſtians to kneel, or proſtrate themſelves 
„to any man:“ and the reaſon he aſſigns is, 
that theſe are the alone outward expreſſions 
„of our adoration towards God.” 


To which it is objeded, If this is not lawful, 
* then ſome law of God forbids it. Can you 
* ſhew me that law ? 


I anſwer, That © theſe are the alone out- 
« ward expreſſions of our adoration towards 


God,“ is a ſtriking reaſon why it ſhould not 


be done, if the Almighty had not expreſly for- 
bidden the bowing down to any thing in heaven or 
earth. It is allo condemned by the apoſtle 
Peter, who, when Cornelius bowed down to 


him, ſaid. Standup; J alſo am a man. And the 


angel, before whom John fell down, ſaid, See 
thou do it not, for I am thy fellow-ſervant. 


7. They 


Adds x. 
26. 
Rev. 


xxii. 9. 
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7. They nearly agree with regard to plaimmeſs 
of dreſs; but there is a reflection on the 
People called Quakers, as though they placed 
it only © in colour and ſhnap ee 


With regard to colour, it is very obvious, that 
they lay no ſtreſs upon it; and as to ſhape, they 
only condemn the continually changing with 
every new, uſeleſs faſhion, and therefore they 
more nearly keep to the primitive dreſs of their 


forefathers, which was not peculiar to them, but 


the way the nation in general dreſſed at that time, 


With reſpedt to the quality an d price of clothes, 


perhaps many of them, as well as of every other 


religious ſociety, have exceeded their ability. 


At the ſame time, every candid perſon muſt. 


Rom, 
X11, 2, 


Mark 
x11. 38. 
Mat, 
xxiil. 7. 


Ibid. v. 
34. 
James 
v. 12. 


acknowledge, that in modeſty of apparel, and 
freedom from ſuperfluous ornaments, thoſe of 
that ſociety, who are conſiſtent with. their prin- 
ciple, are good examples to their neighbours. But 
is it not a contradittion in terms, for a perſon: 
gravely to exhort his audience not to be conformed. 
to this world, and to caution the people againſt ſu- 
perfluity of dreſs, when at the ſame time he him- 
ſelf is clothed from head to foot in a needleſs, 
expenſive garment, which our Lord condemned 
in the Jewiſh teachers, and cautioned his diſ- 
ciples againſt an imitation of them? Beware, 
ſays Chriſt, of the ſcribes, who love to go in long 
clothing, and to be called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. 


8. Barclay ſays, * It is not lawful for Chriſ- 
<«, tians to ſwear, as our bleſſed Lord has com- 
% manded, Swear not at all.” And the apoſtle 
James ſays, Above all things, my brethren, ſwear 


To 


Noc. 


* E 
- To Which it is objected, © Chriſt himſelf 


t anſwered upon oath before a magiſtrate. Yea, 


© he would not anſwer till he was put to his 
1 oath.” . 1 7 . 


1 reply, Chriſt did not ſwear, but ſimply 
We Thou haſt ſaid. And becauſe the _ 
high-prieſt adjured him by the living God, to * 
make this an act of Chriſt's, and ſo countenance 
that which he. abſolutely - forbids, is a ſtrange 
mode of wreſting the ſcriptures. What were 
our Lord's reaſons for not anſwering, does not 
become us to ſay, as the ſcriptures are, filent 
on this head ; hut to ſuppoſe, that he would 
not anſwer till he was put to his oath, is indeed 
a moſt aſtoniſhing ſuppoſition! And 1 al 
to my friend, whether it is not more worthy of 
the Son of God, to ſuppoſe that he then an- 
ſwered, not to encourage, but to diſcounte- 
nance ſwearing. For its language ſeems to be, 
Stop, preſumptuous man! No more profane 
the ſacred name ! Thou haſt ſaid. That is, I am 
_ the Son of Cod. FC 

Beſides, oaths are not only unlawful, as the 
great Maſter has enjoined his ſervants, ;Sweer 
not at all; but they are pernicious to civil ſo- 
ciety ;, ſo much falſe-ſwearing as we have in 
the land, having a direct tendency to harden 
men's hearts, and ſo prepare them for every 
act of wickedneſs. For it, is a melancholy 
truth, that what on account of the ſtrict nature 
of oaths, their frequent repetition, and the 
ſhameful, yea, ſhocking manner of admini- 
ſtering them, (few knowing what they ſwear) 
there are hardly any offices a man can enter 
upon, but he has this alternative, either to be 


H perjured, 
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XX111,10, 


1 8 } 
jured, or hae roined a faithful diſchar e 
75 office Py 5 Y 


As for Cuſtorn- Houle oaths, little or no re- 
rd 1 oa to them, nor indeed i is it hardly poſ- 
le aſter of a+ Ship, to invoice, or * 
Gut 8 "vefle without 42. Pipe every 
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ame: 


dasein 
e r ou af giants th Kikis are 
binding, the hiſtory of bur own nation furniſhes 
uv itt awful inftartces. Here we are 3 
6f aff ratfks of men, now ſwearing Fideli 
the” r and fortly after dethroning 
e thay therefore nch, conclude, Rae uf 


ferehring, the land mourneth. 


10 V+ 


That christ Was looked upo ” Chiviſtians 
a9 NAW ftr, ve have Teveral ln undoubted 
de one, handed down to us, agreeing that 

KN. ſyearing as forbidden by 
Therefore when an oath was tendered, 


: — general anſwer was, I cannot fear: Tam 


a 2 © Chriſtian, 
If 12 | 

WY Re Barclay bas.j ole g e ro 
togetller, as bent eld forbidden by our Lor 
zuck tfetefbre contrary to to the Spirit o the Goſpel. 
The writer of tat letter ſays, Whatever be- 
comes of the latter part of this propoſition, 

ent) the former 1 is no part of Chriſtianity. 


, Whether thi Is wid int nl as 4 ticit ackrow- 

ment that War is unlawful ; or whether he 
was then ſenſible of the great impropriety, for one 
profeſfing to be a miner of Chriſt, to counte- 


namce that murderous Spirit which is. gone forth 
into 


all ſoldiers take this advice, Do violence to o 


4 
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into all Chriſtendom, cannot be determined. # 
But as wars have many advocates, who not only 


ſpeak for, but alſo take an ative part in th 


let us conſider what can be ſaid in Farben 
their conduct. 


As the practice is not only n 1 


but quite contrary to the and loving 
ſpirit, which the Goſpel practi e 
we muſt not expect that it gives any 1 ANEF 


to it; and yet the abettors of war 50 . they. © gan 


prove its 8 from Jobn the Bapti 
ſwer to the ſoldiers, Do uialence 40 10 25 Luke iii. 


be coutent 1125 our wages. And our 2 14. 
ing to his diſciples, Ia him that has no ward, VE XX11, 5 7 


his garment, ar 
' To the firſt of theſe hes 14508 Let | 
man, and I am bold. to 77 that there Wh, 8 


i SOR 


* Since the writing of that letter, he has in he ſtrange | 
terms teſtified againſt war; which teſtimony, I wiſh to 
preſerve, that it may be a ſtanding witneſs, not nix 
againſt war, but againſt thoſe tracts which he has * 5 .xix 
publiſhed, that countenance war. 


The paſſage Lrefer to, is as follows,” Ne r 


© But there is a till pen and more undeniable proaf, 

* that the very foundations of all things, civil and religi-— »- 
* ous, are utterly out of courſe, i in the chriſtian as well as 
* the heathen world, There is a ſtill more horrid reproach 
5 to the Chriſtian name, yea, to the name of man, to all 
5 reaſon and humanity, The here is war in the world! Was TOO, 
between men! War between e I . mean ; 
© tween thoſe that bear the name of Chriſt LES 225 

© to walk as he alſo walked,” Now who can * „ 4 
6 7 des not _—P religion, but to any degree ok common de 
enge e 5 V 8 : 
We ey on \ Original Kia, page y. 4 
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[ 60 ] 
a final period to wars; for maiming and ſhed. 
ding the blood of our fellow-mortals, and there- 
by ſending them (perhaps unprepared) into an 
awful eternity, is the greateſt violence we can 
offer them. | 


Should it be granted that John tolerated the 

uſe of war, (which I am far from beljeving) yet 

this is not to the point, as he was a Jew; and it 

was allowed that wars and ſwearing were lawful 

for them, till it was prohibited by the founder of 

_ Chriſtianity. And as the Goſpel diſpenſation 

was far more excellent than John's, therefore 

our Lord aſſerted, that though he was the greateſt 

Mat. xi, of all the Prophets, yet the leaſt in the kingdom of 

il. heaven is greater than he. That is, the Goſpel 

diſpenſation is eminently ſuperior to his. John 

was ſo ſenſible of this, that he bore this public 

John iii. teſtimony. He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe ; 

39% which words undoubtedly referred to their dif- 
ferent diſpenſations, | 


That divorcement, wars, and ſwearing. though 

Mat, allowed to the Jews, becauſe of the hardneſs of their 
xix, 8, zearts, are unlawful for Chriſtians, is evident 
from the following ſcriptures, which are full to 

Deut. the point, and need no comment. It hath been 
FxIV. 1. (aid, Whoſocver ſhall put away his wife, let um give 
her a writing of divorcement. But I ſay unto you, 

Mat, v. That whoſoever ſhall put away his wife, ſaving for 
31. the cauſe of fornicalion, cauſeth her ta commit adultery : 
and whoſorver ſhall marry her that is divorced, com- 

Levit. mitteth adultery. Again, Ye have heard that it hath 
xix. 12. been ſaid by them, of old time, Thou ſhalt not ſorſwotar 
Mat. v. thyſelf. But I. ſay unto you, Swear not at all, Gc. 
34. is more than Yea, yea; Nay, nay; 
cometh of evil, Ye have heard that it hath Fn 

; 4 , n 


1 


BE 
An eye | an cye, and a tool ſor a tooth. But 7 
fe 3 that ye reſiſt not evil: but wFoſoever 
2 ' fmite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other atſp. And the Apoſtle James leads us to 


Exod, 
xxi. 24, 
Mat. V, 

38. 


the true ſource of wars, when he enquires, From Jam. iv. 


whence come wars and fightings ? Come they not 
from hence, even of your luſts, which war in your 
members ? OL a 21407 


The other ſcripture brought to prove the law- 
fulneſs of war, is our Lord's ſaying to his diſei- 


ples, Let him that hath no fword, fell his garment 


and buy one. 


To which I reply, That this ſcripture has its 
difficulty; but that our Lord never deſigned to 
countenance fighting by it, I am as fully con- 
vinced of, as that I have an exiſtence. My rea- 
ſons are theſe. 


1. 


Firſt, When the diſciples anſwered; Lord. here Luke 


are two ſwords, he replied, It is enough. Which 
anſwer ſufficiently evinces, that this ſcripture 
muſt not be confined to a literal meaning. For 
what could two ſwords avail, againſt that armed 
multitude which our Lord knew was coming out 
againſt him? And the general opinion of thoſe 
ſtiled the Fathers, was, that this ſcripture had a 
muyſtical ſignification. 


Secondly, This ſeems to be confirmed by what 
paſſed between our Lord and Peter, who in his 
mtemperate zeal, ſmote the ſervant of the High- 
prieſt, and cut off his ear, for which our Lord 
reproved him, ſaying, Thinkeſt thou that I cannot 
now pray to my Father, and he" Mall preſently give me 
more than, twelve legions of angels ? Put up therefore 
e thy 


xxii. 38. 


Mat. 


xxvi. 53. 


80 ] 


thy ſword into its place. As though he had ſaid, 

Peter, thou haſt miſtaken me. I do not need 

theſe carnal weapons. No: I utterly prohibit 

Mat. the ule of them; For all they that take the ſword, 
xxvi.z2. all periſh by the ſword. | 


\, Thirdly, Wars are not only forbidden by, 
but are directly oppoſed to the ſpirit of the Goſ- 
Mat. v. pel. Here we are enjoined, Love your enemies, 
44+ - bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which deſpitefuly, uſe and perſequ 
Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed 2. 
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Rom, F lie thirſt, give him drink. Be not overcome of etui, 
xii, go. Put Ou ce evil with good. That ye may be the chil-+ 
Mat. v. dren of your Father which is in heaven, ji maketh 

45* has funto ariſe on the evil, and on the good, and ſend- 
ct rain on tie juſt and on the unjuſt. When Iſaiah 
in viſion ſaw this glorious Goſpel-day, he ſang, 
They ſhall beat their fwords into plough-/lares, and 
their ſpears into pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not lift 
ih up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war 

| any more. I believe that this prophecy is fulfilled 
in every heart, where the Prince of Peace 
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A reigns. | 
© I fincerely wiſh therefore, that well-diſpoſed 
F b 

4 perſons, who have been blinded by cuſtom, and 
Þ carried away with the current of evil example, 
K would ſeriouſly conſider this ſubyett, and 008. 
1 ſatisſied, they will ſee the great impropriety of 
6 | ſetting apart times of prayer, for 1mploring the 
if God of love to give ſucceſs to deſtructive wea- 
49 pons. And I am perſuaded, that with great 
. Luke ix, truth, it may be ſaid to many, Ye know not what 
* 55- je aſk. Or, as our Lord ſaid to his diſciples on a 
5 ſimilar occaſion, Ve know not what manner of ſpirit 
MF pe are of. For if theſe prayers have any mean-. 


ing, 


63 1 
ing, it is, that every bullet may do execution, 
in every fword may be bathed in blood. And 
to return Pelte, to the divine Majeſty for fuc- 
ceſs of this kind, argues a mind i ng ly of thi 
divine perfettions, 5 whom ſuch prayers an 


thankfgivings are as acceptable, as the cutting 
Ha dog's neth, i GS E's blood. 1 r 


That frantic mirth alſo, which' difeolVers ier 
in public rejoicings on theſe occaſions, is a. dil- 
ce not only to the Chriſtian name, but to 
humanity itſelf. The pure principle therefore, 
_ to ati unfforny te nor apainſt. ſuch un- 
385 cuſtoms.” And happy are they who are 
ful to it, though they are the derifion of a 
thoughtleſs giddy Makita, and even on account 
of their ray Oi Chriſtian See 1 the Heb. 


5 mm; . 7 


And a thott: who take an aQtive par P art in wa 
as highly concerned to enquire, what is the 
principle of action. And whether a diſpute — 
rween Princes, will juſtify them in the ſight of 
God, for ſeizing on the property and deftroyin 
the lives of their fellow-creatures,, even tough 
my have the ſanftion of human laws. 


| I know that the comnion objeftion i is, 3. 7 
« theſe pacific principles prevail, our prop 
* wiltbecome a prey t6 every invader.” _ es. 
If the Lord has forſaken the earth: But if the Tord _ ns 
ragneth, and we fear has name, he.will be a wall of pf. aw 
fire round about us. A remarkable inſtance of 1. 
which, we have in the caſe of 10 7 Jews, 1 Zech. ii. 
being enjoitied by God, Thrice in the 1 oh 
all „ viths ape (&] Jeruſalem) before the 
the pr promiſe of God to them ww Neither ſhall 

any 
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Exod, 
xxxiv. 
23. 


Gen. 


xxxv. 5, 


P 


any man deſire your land, when you ſhall go up to ap» 
fear before the Lord your God thrice in the year, 
Which promiſe, Joſephus, the Jewiſh hiſtorian, 
informs us, was ſo punctually fulfilled, that though 
their enemies knew theſe ſtated ſeaſons, and that 
their cities and towns were then defenceleſs, yet 
at theſe times they were never invaded, the ler- 
ror of the Lord being upon their enemies that were 
round about them. 


Nor need we look fo far back, as the ſettle- 
ment of the people called Quakers in the Pro- 
vince of Pennſylvania furniſhes us with a recent 
zroof of what I have advanced, and which has 
been fo remarkable, as to engage the attention, 
even of infidels, The fact is this. That province 
ſurrounded by ſavage nations, .and deſtitute of 


- warlike inſtruments, either offenſive or defenſive, 


yet for almoſt a century, enjoyed uninterrupted 
tranquility, while the other Provinces have been 
repeatedly attacked by their ſavage neighbours, . 


Not only ſo, but the pacific principles of that 
people, and their upright condutt towards the 
natives, in purchaſing the land from them, (though 
it was granted by the crown) have made ſuch an 
impreſſion on the minds of this ſavage people, 


that to this day they have lived in perfect harmo- 


ny with them, and ſpeak of W. Penn, the firſt 
Proprietor of that Province, with the greateſt 


reſpett. 


I have now freely delivered my ſentiments. I 
hope it has been done in a proper temper. For 
although truth leads to the greateſt plainneſs, yet it 
dictates no improper reflection, much leſs abuſive 
language, which are too common in ſome of te 

mo 


2 3 


admired controverſial writings. I intended to 
cloſe the whole, with a few remarks on the con- 
clufion of that letter; but on a review, finding it 
made up of a number of mere declamatory aſſer- 
tions, calculated to miſrepreſent and fix a ſti 

on a religious ſociety of people, and totally deſ- 
titute of argument, I paſs it over, as a proper 
anſwer would lead to ſome degree of ſeverity, 
which has been my ſtudy to avoid. 


However, I muſt ſay, that I fear more pains 
are taken, by perſons of all denominations, to 
proſelyte to a name, than to ſomething more 
ſubſtantial. When alas! What do names ſignify, 
if we are ſtrangers to the love of God, and the 
love of our neighbour ? And what will it avail 
us, that we are orthodox in our principles, while 
our hearts are heterodox ? We may boaſt of our 
well-compoſed forms of prayer, or pique ourſelves 
that we have laid aſide theſe inventions of men, 
filently to wait on the Lord; yet if our own 
hearts are not divinely changed from the love 
and ſpirit of the world, into the love and 
image of God, though we differ in name and ſen- 
timent, we all belong to one family, and are out 
of the true church; having only a name to live, p,z 11. 
while we are in reality, without God in the world : 2 : 
And ſhould death cut the ſlender thread of life, 
the immortal ſpirit, which is diſunited from God, 
and in a ftate of impurity, would be incapacitated 
for inhabiting his glorious kingdom; and there- 2 Theft. 3 
fore muſt be excluded from his preſence, 9 K 


I therefore earneſtly wiſh, that all blind 
= zeal may come to an end; that inſtead of 
abouring to fix a ſtigma on thoſe, who ſee it their 
duty to diſſent from us, our great concern may 


be, to guard againſt a narrow, unchriſtian 7 
I rit 3 
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rit: And may the uniform language of our 
2 Cor. hearts and lives be, Henceforth know we no man. 
V. 16: after the fleſh. But whoſoever ſhall do the will of © 


Mat. xii. 


go, my Father who is in heaven, the fame is my Brother 


ond Sifter and Mother. . 
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